powertexts

1 “Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to
become children of God” (John 1:12).

2 “The Spirit of the Sovereign L

ORD is on me, because the LORD has anointed me to proclaim
good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners” (Isaiah 61:1).

3 “In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds
and glorify your Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:16).

4 “How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity!” (Psalm 133:1).
5 “A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for a time of adversity” (Proverbs 17:17).
6 “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and

ww

the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in
any trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God” (2 Corinthians 1:3, 4).

7 “Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid. The L

ORD, the LORD himself, is my
strength and my defense; he has become my salvation” (Isaiah 12:2).

8 “We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith” (Romans 12:6).

9 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers
and sisters of mine, you did for me’ ” (Matthew 25:40).

10 “I know that my redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand on the earth. And after my

back, strengthen your brothers” (Luke 22:32).
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13 “But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned
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the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first”
(1 Thessalonians 4:16).
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12 “For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of
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even though they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe
this?’ ” (John 11:25, 26).
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11 “Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live,
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skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God” (Job 19:25, 26).
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powertext
“Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in
his name, he gave the right to become children of God”
(John 1:12).

p

Family Ties

Key References: Matt. 12:46-50; Mark 11:11; John 1:12; 11:5; The Desire of Ages, chap. 33, p. 321; chap. 58,
pp. 524, 525; The Bible Story (1994), vol. 9, pp. 22-27; vol. 10, pp. 189-191; Our Beliefs nos. 23, 10, 11

er poin
ow

DO Do the activity
on page 18.
LEARN Begin learning the power text.

t

1

Sabbath

contents
“You were adopted,” Linda whispered to her younger
God promises
sister, Kathy, even though she remembered clearly the
believers that
day her sister was born.
our place in His
“What?” Kathy gasped.
family is sure.
“Yeah. Mom and Dad adopted you just like they
adopted Ronnie.”
“No way!”
“You don’t have large eyes or curly hair like the rest of us. See, you
look like Ronnie,” Linda lied. Weeks later, after Kathy angrily demanded
to know whether or not her parents had lied to her, the whole mean mess
was straightened out.
If you have ever doubted that you belong in your family, you may be
surprised to learn that Jesus knows how that feels. In this lesson Jesus and
the apostle John help set the story straight about family—forever.

J

ewish children of Jesus’ time learned to obey all the rigid rules
taught by the Pharisees. But Jesus was never as concerned about
those rules as He was about serving God. As a result, Jesus’ brothers
were not happy with their younger brother.
“What will the neighbors think?” His brother James might have
asked when Jesus took a long walk on Sabbath.

FAMILY TIES

powertext

“The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed me to
proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the
brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release
er poin
ow
from darkness for the prisoners” (Isaiah 61:1).
p

Spreading Good News

Key References: Isaiah 61:1-3; Luke 4:16-21; The Desire of Ages, chap. 24, pp. 236-243; The Bible Story (1994),
vol. 6, pp. 185-187; vol. 7, pp. 165-168; Our Beliefs nos. 20, 4, 9

Have you ever listened to someone talk about something
they did that was very important to them, and caught
their enthusiasm? Maybe you said to yourself, I want to
do that too someday. Jesus wants each of us to follow His
example in bringing the good news to others.

JAN. 5

12

DO Do the activity
on page 19.
LEARN Begin learning the power text.

t
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We build friendships when we
share the good
news about Jesus.

J

esus strode down the dusty path toward the synagogue in Nazareth. All His growing-up years He had traveled this same path and
joined the rest of His town in Sabbath worship. This time was a little
different, however. He was no longer just the carpenter Joseph’s kind
and helpful son.
He had turned 30, been baptized by His cousin John, been
tempted in the wilderness by the devil, and returned to Galilee to
begin His ministry. Yes, things were different now. It was time to tell
the people He knew best why He was really here on this earth. It
was time to offer them the good news.
Jesus joined the other worshippers as they sat in a square around
the reading platform. When His turn came, He stood to read, and
someone handed Him the scroll of Isaiah. Jesus scanned through the
well-known words until He came to the passage He wanted. In a clear,
kind, but authoritative voice He read, “The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He
has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of
sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of
the Lord’s favor” (Luke 4:18, 19).
All eyes were on Jesus as He rolled up the scroll, gave it back to
the attendant, and sat down. “Today,” He said, “this scripture is fulfilled
in your hearing” (verse 21).
The people that day were not pleased about this good news.
Before a person can be happy about healing, freedom from captivity,
and release from darkness, that person must feel the need for those
things. Many of the Jews at that time did not feel that they needed
what Jesus had to offer, so they missed out on the good news.
And that is the way it always is. Some people understand that

SPREADING GOOD NEWS

powertext

“In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they
may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven”
(Matthew 5:16).
Has anyone ever said anything to you that made you
think differently than you had ever thought before? How
did that change your life? Imagine a boy your age being
on the mountainside and listening to Jesus.

p

The Invisible Kingdom

Key References: Matthew 5:1-16; Luke 6:17-26; The Desire of Ages, chap. 31, pp. 298-307; Thoughts From the
Mount of Blessing, chap, 2, pp. 6-44; The Bible Story (1994), vol. 8, pp. 55-61; Our Beliefs nos. 22, 11, 10
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DO Do the activity
on page 32.
LEARN Begin learning the power text.
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Because God loves
us, we accept His
values and share
them with others.

S

hading his eyes from the sun, the boy scanned the
crowd for his family.
Last night his father had told the family they were going to come
and hear Jesus speak today. At last the boy saw them.
“I was afraid I wouldn’t find you,” he said to his mother.
“Me too. I can’t believe how many people are here,” Mother commented.
“I heard that Jesus was going to take charge of His kingdom today,”
said the boy.
“Sh-h-h,” his sister said. “I think Jesus is ready to speak.”
The boy looked around and saw many people. He could tell from
their clothing and speech that some had come from as far away as
Jerusalem. He even noticed some Pharisees in the group.

THE INVISIBLE KINGDOM

Key References: Matthew 5:21-26, 33-48; The Desire of Ages, chap. 31, pp. 310-314; Thoughts From the Mount
of Blessing, chap. 3, pp. 55-58, 66-78; The Bible Story (1994), vol. 8, pp. 62-65; Our Beliefs nos. 14, 12, 22

powertext

“How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in
unity!” (Psalm 133:1).
Have you ever heard a sermon so radical that it made
you want to change right away, but it made other people
angry? Many in Jesus’ audience had that experience as
He finished telling them about the invisible kingdom.
Imagine again one of the boys your age who was there.

p

More Secrets of the
Kingdom

er poin
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DO Do the activity
on page 33.
LEARN Begin learning the power text.
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Because God loves
us, we are able to
love our friends
and our enemies.

T

he boy watched the Pharisees as Jesus talked. They listened
with stony faces. I guess they don’t agree with what He’s saying, he
thought.
That day the boy heard so many great things. He learned from Jesus
that as a true child of the heavenly Father, he needed to treat friends
and strangers with love and compassion. Even when he didn’t feel like
it, God would enable him to love others.
The boy thought about the beggar boys in the marketplace. Their
clothes were ragged and dirty. He felt uncomfortable around them
and tried to avoid them. Maybe I can help them somehow, he thought.

MORE SECRETS OF THE KINGDOM

Key References: Luke 11:5-13; Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, chap. 6, pp. 130-134; Our Beliefs nos. 10,
22, 14

powertext
“A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for a time of
adversity” (Proverbs 17:17).
Has a friend ever awakened you when you were in a deep
sleep or interrupted you when you were working on an
important assignment? How did you respond? Jesus told
a story about such a situation. Imagine it happened like
this.

p

Midnight Friend
in Galilee

er poin
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34

DO Do the activity on page 46.
LEARN Begin
learning the
power text.
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Because God loves
us at all times,
we are always
willing to reflect
His love to others.

T

hud! Thud! Thud!
A boy rolled over on his mat and tried to block out the noise.
Thud! Thud! Thud!
There it was again! It’s the middle of the night! Who could be at the
door? he wondered.
Thud! Thud! Thud!
“OK, OK,” he heard his father mumble. “I’m coming.”
The son could see the tiny flicker of lamplight as his father stepped
across the other family members’ sleeping mats and made his way to
the door.
“Who’s there?” Father asked groggily.
“It’s me,” the father’s friend said in a loud whisper.
Father opened the door. “What’s wrong?” he asked, concern in
his voice.

MIDNIGHT FRIEND IN GALILEE

Key References: Mark 1:40-45; Matthew 8:2-4; Luke 5:12-16; The Desire of Ages, chap. 27, pp. 262-266;
The Bible Story (1994), vol. 8, pp. 37, 38; Our Beliefs nos. 4, 22, 11.

powertext
“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that
we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we
er poin
ow
ourselves receive from God” (2 Corinthians 1:3, 4).
p

Touching the
Untouchable

Have you ever had the measles or chicken pox and were
so sick that you thought you would never get well? Maybe
no one came to see you for fear that they might catch
whatever you had. Maybe you went to a hospital for a
long time. Can you imagine what it would be like if you
were so sick that you could NEVER go home again?

FEB. 2

40

DO Do the activity
on page 47.
LEARN Begin learning the power text.
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Showing
compassion to
others is one way
to serve God.

I

t was a face everybody turned from in horror: no nose; very little
expression in the dull, unblinking, sand-crusted eyes. The man had
nothing to live for. This was the face of a man with leprosy.
From the day he was forced to leave his wife and children because
of his illness, people ran away when he warned them by shouting
“Unclean! Unclean!” This was the rule God had given to Moses, and
everyone followed it. He didn’t wonder about the rule. The truth was,
he didn’t want anyone else to get this terrible disease.
Through the years this man had caught glimpses of his family from
a distance, but he couldn’t hug them. He had almost forgotten how
wonderful a warm and loving hug could feel—almost, but not quite.
From time to time he heard rumors of someone called “Jesus” who
was supposedly going from town to town healing people. It seemed
too good to be true, and too outrageous to be believed, as most
rumors were. And yet, in his desperate situation, the leper chose to
believe. What could it hurt to believe in a good rumor?
Finally, one day, the leper’s chance came. He pulled his rags over
his face and crept behind a large rock, watching from a distance as
Jesus and His close friends moved slowly down the dusty trail into
town. Soon they were close enough to the leper that he knew he
had to make his move or lose his chance forever. He jumped up and
hurried toward Jesus, waving his hands in the air and shouting to get
the attention of the miracle worker.
He skidded to a stop and knelt down right in front of Him. He didn’t

TOUCHING THE UNTOUCHABLE

Key References: Mark 6:30-44; John 6:1-15; The Desire of Ages, chap. 39, pp. 364-371; The Bible Story (1994),
vol. 8, pp. 41-45; Our Beliefs nos. 21, 11, 4.

powertext
“Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid. The Lord, the Lord
himself, is my strength and my defense; he has become my
er poin
ow
salvation” (Isaiah 12:2).
p

Unlimited

Have you ever been so caught up in something that you
forgot all about the time? You were so engrossed that you
forgot to eat anything, and suddenly you realized how
hungry you were. That is just what happened to a crowd
of people one day as they were listening to Jesus. Imagine
being part of that crowd.

FEB. 9

48

DO Do the activity
on page 60.
LEARN Begin learning the power text.

t
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We serve a God
who supplies
all our needs.

I

knew I should have headed for home right away. But it was a
beautiful spring day, and instead I followed the crowd to the shore,
listening to their conversations.
“We saw Him a little while ago,” said a man who smelled like the
sea. “My brother followed Him in our boat. I walked this way hoping to
meet Him.”
“Where could He be?” asked a man in fine traveling clothes. “I have
to see Him before I go to Jerusalem for Passover.”
“I want Him to bless my children,” said a woman with three small
children clinging to her robe. “They have no father, and I want to raise
them in the fear and admonition of the Lord.”

UNLIMITED

55

FEB. 16

54

4

PPBSG D1 2019 text.indd 4

8/14/18 11:49 AM

Key References: Matthew 25:14-30; Christ’s Object Lessons, chap. 25, pp. 325-365; The Bible Story (1994), vol.
8, pp. 183-186; Our Beliefs nos. 17, 21, 11

“We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift
is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith”
er poin
ow
(Romans 12:6).

Sabbath

powertext
p

Talents:
Use ’Em or Lose ’Em

DO Do the activity
on page 61.
LEARN Begin learning the power text.

t

8

Think back to when you were learning to ride a bicycle.
We serve God
Did you manage it the first time? No? Some things take
when we use
time to learn to do. In the same way we need to practice
our talents to
using our talents. The more we practice the better we will
help others.
be and the more we can do to serve Jesus. Let’s imagine
the story of three servants who were given talents by their master.

J

otham, Korazin, and Lamech looked at each other. They stood
waiting for their master. Why had the master sent for all three of
them? They were the three most senior servants in the household, but
it was unusual for the master to send for all three at the same time.
Something was up.
Jotham and Korazin stood speculating about what the master had
in mind when suddenly Lamech caught a glimpse of the master striding toward the house. “Here he comes,” he hissed to the others.
“There you all are,” said the master with a smile. All three felt much
better. The master was fair, but when he was not happy about something, he let you know.
“I have had an unexpected message today, and I have to go away
on business. I will be away for some time. I have been watching each
of you closely and feel that you are ready for some more responsibility. So I am going to give each of you some money to use while I am
away. When I come back, I shall expect you to account for it.”
Jotham, Korazin, and Lamech looked at the master not knowing
what to say. The master continued, “Jotham, here are five talents of
gold. You have the most experience, so I am giving you most.”
“Korazin, I am giving you two talents of gold. Use them wisely and
well.”
“Lamech, I know you are young, but this is your chance to prove
what you can do. Here is one talent of gold. Now, gentlemen, I look
forward to seeing you in a few months and hearing a good report.”
The three men left and went their separate ways. Each one was
wondering what was the best thing to do with the money.

TALENTS: USE THEM OR LOSE THEM

powertext
“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least
of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me’ ”
er poin
ow
(Matthew 25:40).
p

Service With a Smile

Key References: Matthew 24:1-35; 25:31-46; The Desire of Ages, chap. 70, pp. 637-641; The Bible Story (1994),
vol. 8, pp. 187-192; Our Beliefs nos. 11, 21, 14

Everyone has some friends who say lighthearted things
that are easy to understand. But there are other friends
who are deep thinkers. When these friends say something, you sometimes end up scratching your head
because you are not sure what they mean. Jesus was one
of those friends to His disciples. Sometimes He had them
scratching their heads.

FEB. 23

62

DO Do the activity
on page 74.
LEARN Begin learning the power text.
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Accepting Jesus’
love for us inspires
us to serve Him
and others.

I

t was one of those days when Jesus had left His disciples openmouthed in the Temple. He had told the priests that He knew that
they were plotting to kill Him and that they were as slithery as snakes.
The disciples were glad to get out of the Temple. As they walked down
the massive marble steps they remarked with pride about the beauty
of the Temple. Perhaps they were trying to boost their feelings after
being afraid or embarrassed of the priests’ reaction to Jesus’ sharp
words. Maybe they thought Jesus needed to be reminded of the special place they were leaving so He would apologize to the priests. We’ll
never know. But Jesus made them scratch their heads again by saying,
“Do you see all these things? Truly I tell you, not one stone here will be

SERVICE WITH A SMILE

powertext
“I know that my redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand on the earth.
And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see
er poin
ow
God” (Job 19:25, 26).
p

Dead or Asleep?

Key References: John 11:1-16; The Desire of Ages, chap. 58, pp. 524-527; The Bible Story
(1994), vol. 9, pp. 22-27; Our Beliefs nos. 26, 9, 8

Have you ever experienced the death of someone you
loved dearly? Did you turn to Jesus for comfort? Even
when we can’t understand why He is allowing us to go
through the pain, we can trust that He has a plan, and
we can focus on His power.

MAR. 2

68

DO Do the activity
on page 75.
LEARN Begin learning the power text.
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Jesus gives me
peace when I
face suffering
and death.

M

ary and Martha were worried about their brother, Lazarus. His
very high fever had seemed to come on overnight. One day
he was busy about his usual business, and the next he was lying in a
sweat, practically delirious from fever. The only thing to do was to let
Jesus know. Jesus was like another brother to them. The One who had
healed so many people over the past three years. The sisters sent a
message to where Jesus was with His disciples. Then they waited with
patient faith.
When Jesus received the message, “Lord, the one you love is sick”
(John 11:3), He responded calmly, “This sickness will not end in death.
No, it is for God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through
it” (verse 4). The messenger waited for Jesus to say something else.
Instead He turned His attention to other people who needed His
help. Obviously the Master was not planning to return to Bethany
right away, so the messenger hurried back without Him.

DEAD OR ASLEEP?

Key References: John 11:17-37; The Desire of Ages, chap. 58, pp. 528-534; The Bible Story (1994),
vol. 9, pp. 22-27; Our Beliefs nos. 9, 26, 11

powertext
“Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me
will live, even though they die; and whoever lives by believing
er poin
ow
in me will never die. Do you believe this?’ ” (John 11:25, 26).
p

Two Sad Sisters

MAR. 9

76

DO Do the activity
on page 88.
LEARN Begin learning the power text.
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Have you ever put your faith in a friend and felt sure that
God’s love holds
person would come through for you? How did you feel
us tight in times
when the person let you down? Would you trust that
of grief.
person again? Mary and Martha knew their friend so
well that they trusted His love—even when He seemed to let them down.
Imagine the scene when Jesus finally arrived.

T

he day is bright and alive with birdsong as the disciples and Jesus
travel to Bethany. But a quiet sadness surrounds the group like a
cloud blocking the sun.
“We are almost there,” Peter whispers, pointing to the nearby
houses of the town. Some folk wave excitedly from a rooftop. A little
boy runs across a newly plowed field.

TWO SAD SISTERS

Key References: John 11:1-44; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; The Desire of Ages, chap. 58,
pp. 533-536); The Bible Story (1994), vol. 9, pp. 22-27; Our Beliefs nos. 25, 26, 9

powertext
“For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with
the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God,
er poin
ow
and the dead in Christ will rise first” (1 Thessalonians 4:16).
p

A Resurrection
Promise

Did you hear about the man in New York City who offers
to sell the Brooklyn Bridge to a rich tourist? When the
tourist can’t decide if he wants to buy, the man adds the
Titanic to the deal! Of course, it’s a hoax. Doubters say
the resurrection is a hoax too. Yet Lazarus’ resurrection
proves the contrary.

MAR. 16
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DO Do the activity
on page 89.
LEARN Begin learning the power text.
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Jesus gives us
new life today
and for eternity.

M

ary kneels at Jesus’ feet sobbing. Mourners who have followed
her are also weeping. A great sadness settles upon the Master;
He begins to weep. He weeps for the sisters who cannot understand
what He is about to do. He weeps for all people everywhere, past,
present, and future, who grieve. He weeps for the doubting Pharisees
who pretend to mourn, but who will soon plot to kill both Jesus and
the newly resurrected Lazarus. He sees clearly that their rejection of
Him ensures their forever death after the judgment. So Jesus weeps.
“See how He loved him!” some of the Jewish leaders murmur,
thinking that Jesus is just missing His friend.
Then Jesus gets up and moves toward the tomb. He stands
outside the cave in which Lazarus’ body has been lying for four days.
Earlier this day Jesus has claimed to be “the Resurrection and the Life.”
Meanwhile He has promised that someone who believes in Him will
live, even though they die. He has prepared the people for a miracle.
Scanning the crowd of people who have now all gathered
expectantly, we see the sad sisters, Mary and Martha, beside Jesus.
Around them stand Jesus’ disciples. Sad relatives and proud Pharisees
surround them. Confidently Jesus waits to resurrect His friend, but
the weeping and wailing have taken center stage. A hush falls over
the mourners as the crowd looks toward Jesus.

A RESURRECTION PROMISE

powertext
“But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you
have turned back, strengthen your brothers” (Luke 22:32).
er poin
ow
p

Failures Forgiven

Key References: Matthew 26; Mark 14; Luke 22; John 18; The Desire of Ages, chaps. 75, 76,
pp. 698-722; The Bible Story (1994), vol. 9, pp. 78-87; Our Beliefs nos. 7, 9, 4

Imagine one of your friends betraying you. Imagine the
rest of your friends running away and leaving you to face
a mob of angry people. Imagine forgiving and encouraging them anyway.

A

MAR. 23

90

DO Do the activity
on page 102.
LEARN Begin
learning the power
text.

t

13

Sabbath

91

Like Jesus, we
can forgive and
encourage our
friends even
when they fail us.

full moon shines over Jerusalem. In the Garden
of Gethsemane, Jesus stands over His sleeping
disciples. Suddenly a mob breaks through the trees.
“Who is it you want?” Jesus asks calmly.
The disciples stagger to their feet. What’s going on? they wonder.
The mob answers. “Jesus of Nazareth.”
“I am He,” says Jesus. (See John 18:4, 5.)
Judas steps forward from the mob. “Greetings, Rabbi!” Judas
pretends happy surprise as he greets Jesus with a customary kiss. The
money that the priests gave him jingles in the pouch at his belt. Judas
pulls away, but Jesus looks into his face.

FAILURES FORGIVEN
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Parents!

MAR. 30
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»

See the back of the book for a special Parents’ Page to go with each lesson.
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ourbeliefs
1

7

The Word of God
The Nature of Humanity
I believe that God inspired through the
I believe that Jesus made people in
Holy Spirit every writer of the Bible. Everything the image of God. Each enjoys the freedom
written in the Word of God is true, and can
to think and act any way they choose. Even
help me live a happy and healthy life.
though sin and bad choices have brought pain
and suffering to many, we’re still children of
The Godhead
God. With the help of the Holy Spirit, we can
I believe that the God who loves me is care for each other just as God cares for each
One God manifested in three persons—the
one of us.
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Each works
The Great Controversy
hard to teach me how to live a better, more
I believe that Satan is a real being who
meaningful life.
wants to destroy us all. He works hard each
God the Father
day to bring sin into our lives. God wants us
I believe that God the Father is the
to live each day with joy, happiness, and love.
power that keeps me—and every other
God and Satan are fighting for control over our
creature in the universe—alive. He is kind and lives and our futures. To help us overcome sin,
forgiving, and will never leave me.
Jesus sends the Holy Spirit and loving angels
to guide and protect us.
God the Son
I believe that Jesus, God the Son,
The Life, Death, and
Resurrection of Jesus
created this world and everything good in it.
Two thousand years ago He came to this earth I believe that Jesus lived a perfect life in order
as a baby, grew up, and lived a sinless life. He to show us that it’s possible to overcome sin.
then died on the cross so that I could someday He died on the cross so I won’t have to lose my
heavenly home because of my sins. Then God
live forever with Him in heaven.
the Father raised Jesus from the dead to show
God the Holy Spirit
how He’ll someday raise me from the dead if I
I believe that God the Holy Spirit speaks die before Jesus returns.
to me through that still, small voice I hear in
The Experience
my thoughts whenever I feel afraid, sad, or
of Salvation
lonely. He tells me that everything will be all
I believe that when I allow Jesus into my heart,
right. The Holy Spirit also tries to teach me
He helps me change from a sinner to a child of
right from wrong by making me feel guilty
God, ready to live forever in heaven. He teaches
when I sin and joyful each time I choose to
me how to be like Him as I read my Bible and
obey God’s laws of love.
follow the loving guidance of the Holy Spirit.
Creation
Because of Jesus, I can feel confident that I’m
I believe that God created the universe, forgiven and that there’s a home waiting for
and in a recent six-day creation He made “the me in heaven.
heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is
Growing in Jesus
in them” and rested on the seventh day. When
I believe that when someone invites
He finished making the trees, animals, oceans,
mountains, and people, God looked around at Jesus into their heart, changes start to happen.
all that He had done and said joyfully, “This is What they read, watch on television or on the
Internet, eat, and listen to, and the places they
very good!”

2

3

4
5

8

9

go, even the words they say, will change. The
pages of the Bible will become like a textbook
for living, and they will talk to Jesus throughout each day. These changes keep happening,
day after day, until Jesus comes. I also believe
that we are called to follow Jesus’ example by
compassionately ministering to the physical,
mental, social, emotional, and spiritual needs
of humanity.

12

The Church
I believe that my church is a place
where people who love Jesus can praise Him
together with joy and anticipation. It’s like
attending a fun family reunion each week.
Jesus loves His church and listens to every
word spoken and every song sung.

13

The Remnant
and Its Mission
I believe that before Jesus comes the second
time, some people in my church will choose
sin over salvation. Those who stay faithful to
Jesus and to what the voice of the Holy Spirit
tells them to do are called the remnant, and
they will work extra hard to bring the love of
God to the world. Though the remnant may be
small in number, they will accomplish great
things for God so that Jesus can return.

10

14

11

15

6

Unity in the Body
of Christ
I believe that any church whose members
worship God should welcome people from
any nation, who speak any language, and
whose skin is any color. We’re all equal in God’s
sight. How we look and how we sound makes
no difference. We’re all children of the same
heavenly Father.

Baptism
I believe that when I’m baptized,
I’m telling everyone that I love God and want
to live my life in service to Him. Baptism is like
being buried as a sinner and then rising up to
live a new life for Jesus.

6
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Adapted from God Loves Me 28 Ways | By Charles Mills

16

The Lord’s Supper
I believe that when Jesus ate
His last meal with His disciples right before
He was crucified, He taught us something
wonderful. He said that the grape juice (wine)
represented His spilled blood and that the
bread represented His broken body. When I
partake of “The Lord’s Supper” at church, it
helps me remember the sacrifice Jesus made
for me on the cross.

17

Spiritual Gifts
and Ministries
I believe that God has given us special talents
that we can use to serve Him. We each enjoy
different skills, such as music, preaching,
teaching, art, giving Bible studies, visiting the
sick, or making people feel welcome when
they visit our church. Each spiritual gift is
important to God’s work.

for others on that day as a way of showing
Him—and others—that I believe He is the
Creator of all good things. God’s holy Sabbath
begins at sundown on Friday and ends at
sundown on Saturday.

now in the heavenly sanctuary. Jesus is our
high priest who speaks to the Father on our
behalf in the most holy place of the heavenly
sanctuary. He forgives us, cleanses sin from our
hearts, and prepares us for His kingdom.

21

25

Stewardship
I believe that everything belongs to
God: the trees, the flowers, the animals—
even me. God has asked me to take care of
what He created and to protect all things
from harm—even me. So I will cherish God’s
creatures and creation. To show Him how
proud I am to be His steward, I’ll faithfully
return a tithe (10 percent) of my time, talent,
and money. I want God to bless this world and
everything in it—even me.

The Second
Coming of Jesus
I believe that very soon Jesus is going to return
to this earth and take to heaven everyone who
has chosen to love and obey Him. When He
comes, those who hate Him will be destroyed.
But everyone who has remained faithful to
Jesus will leave this dark world and spend
eternity with Him in His heavenly kingdom.

26

Death and Resurrection
I believe that Jesus can raise
Christian Behavior
people from the dead. He did it before, raising
I believe that anyone who loves
Lazarus and the widow’s son, and He will do
Jesus should talk, act, eat, work, and play
it again when He comes the second time. So
The Gift of Prophecy
differently from those who don’t love Jesus. As even though some of my family members
I believe that the people in God’s
a child of God I need to think, feel, and act in are asleep in their graves, I’ll see them again
church have needed help knowing how to
harmony with the teachings of the Bible in all because of the power of God over death.
live and what to look forward to in the future. aspects of personal and social life. Everything
The Millennium
So God appointed a woman named Ellen G.
I do should show others that Jesus lives in my
and the End of Sin
White to be His prophet and provide guidance, heart and that I live by His rules of love.
I believe that someday sin and sinners will be
instruction, and correction for His people.
Marriage and
gone forever. Even those who died hating God
Her writings also help us understand the
the Family
will fully understand the lies that Satan told
important lessons found in the Bible.
I believe that God designed marriage to be the them, and will agree that God’s judgment is
The Law of God
lifelong union between a man and a woman. just. Without God’s presence to shield them
I believe that God’s Ten Command- Our heavenly Father wants our earthly homes from harm, Satan and every sinner will be
ments contain the best rules for living. Each is to be safe places where we learn about His
completely destroyed by fire.
designed to protect me from sin and help me love and forgiveness. When we love our
The New Earth
love God and others better. Each represents
brothers and sisters, parents and grandparents,
I believe that after Satan and
how much God loves me and how He wants uncles and aunts, we’re experiencing a
me to live a happy, healthy life. Obeying the
beautiful example of what it will be like to live sinners are destroyed, my heavenly Father
will create a brand-new world for us to enjoy.
Ten Commandments is like saying “I love You” in heaven with everyone who has chosen to
There will be no death, no tears, no pain, no
to God and others.
love and obey God.
suffering. All will be peace and love. Best of
The Sabbath
Jesus’ Ministry in the
all, I will enjoy this wonderful world forever
Heavenly Sanctuary
I believe that God created the
together with my family and all who love God.
seventh-day Sabbath (Saturday) to be a holy I believe that God instructed Moses and the
day. He commands me to rest, worship Him, children of Israel to build a temple in the
wilderness to explain what Jesus is doing right
and serve Him by doing acts of kindness
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biblicaltime line

I

s your life exciting and fun every
single day? Probably not! But
everyone experiences certain events
that are memorable and even lifechanging. Being born is certainly
one of those major events in life!
Starting school, performing your
first music recital, learning to read,
going on a mission trip, inventing a
game that your friends love to play,
or committing your life to Jesus by

being baptized may be other events
you remember. Something terribly
sad may also have happened that
you can’t forget.
The Bible is a little bit like your
life. Even though it contains many
stories, and all of them can teach us
something about God and His love
for us, only a few of the Bible stories
contain events that are both memorable and life-changing. Those events

were turning points in the history of
God’s people. Once they took place,
everything was different afterward.
Six of those life-changing stories
are illustrated in the six pictures
you see below. Very likely you can
look at them and figure out what
Bible stories they represent. The six
pictures form a Bible-picture time
line that can help you make sense of
the whole, big Bible story.

Y

YEARS

YEARS

YEARS

6

900

900

1600

CREATION

THE FLOOD

THE EXODUS
FROM EGYPT

THE CAPTIVITY
IN BABYLON

Without it none of us
would be here. That
certainly changed
everything forever!

The world is very different
now from what it was like
before the Flood.

After God’s people were
led out of Egypt, they
became a nation. They
were no longer just
individual families and
tribes.

God’s people wandered
far from the friendship
God wanted to have with
them, so He sent them
into captivity in Babylon.
Eventually they were able
to return home, but never
again did they have their
own king. They were always
under the power of some
other kingdom.

8
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In your Bible Study Guide you will find each weekly Sabbath School
lesson marked as to where it fits in the big Bible story. Today we live
between the first coming and the second coming of Jesus. We live
very close to the Second Coming!
As you become more familiar with fitting the individual stories
into the picture time line, you will better understand the Bible as
one big story and become closer friends with Jesus. And when you
see how the small stories fit around the six bigger stories, then
the Bible will become even more meaningful to you. Hopefully you will
realize more than ever that you are part of the big Bible story!

YEARS

YEARS

YEARS

27

1000

2000

600

S

THE FIRST COMING
OF JESUS

THE SECOND
COMING OF JESUS

At last the Messiah, Jesus,
for whom God’s people had
been waiting thousands of
years, came to this earth to
rescue us from the power
of sin. From then on, the
message about His love and
salvation began to go to the
whole world.

This is the last major
event foretold in the
Bible. When Jesus comes,
He will take us to heaven
and end sin and suffering
forever.
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dearstudent
Y

ou are a gift from God, and He loves you very much!
If the Lord knows each star by name and makes
sure that it is in the proper place each night (Isaiah 40:
26), how much more important are you?
Not every person is alike. Look around you. Everyone
has different color eyes, hair, skin, and build (tall, short,
big-boned, and thin). We all learn differently. Some people learn by listening, others by sight, and still others by
touch. Some people use all three ways to learn.
Regardless of how you learn, the Lord wants you to
love Him and serve Him with all your heart. You do that
when you pray, learn about Him (in your lesson study),
talk about Him to others, and do what is right.
Here is a great truth you should know about the
Lord: Jesus isn’t primarily concerned about how well
you can read or write, or even how well you can speak.
What Jesus cares about most is how much you love
Him and want Him in your life. The greatest accomplishment in your life will be to show others how much
God has blessed your life.
In school you use different ways to get the information that you want. Use those same ways to learn
more about the Lord: Use your computer, iPod, or iPad
to hear or study your lesson. Or have your parents read
your lesson to you. Use the Bible on CD, or the audio
podcast of your lesson at www.juniorpowerpoints.org/
podcast.php?channel=1. It does not matter which way
you get the information, as long as you are growing
and maturing in the Lord.
Think about this when you meet Jesus face to face:
He is not going to ask to see how well you write something. He will not ask you to read anything. His only
pursuit is to read your heart to see how much you love
Him. He wants to spend eternity with you!

This Bible study
guide is about . . .
Learning to reflect God’s
love in our relationships.
Jesus taught us how to live
in harmony with everyone.
Making a difference by
helping others wherever we
are. When Jesus’ love fills us, we
treat others with compassion.
God’s all-sufficient love.
Regardless of the hopeless
situations we may be facing,
God’s love always reaches out to
help us through and give us hope.
God’s forgiveness when we
fail Him. We acknowledge our
failures, ask for God’s forgiveness,
and allow Him to change us for
the future He has planned for us.
Welcome to PowerPoints
about God’s grace.
God’s grace is power. It’s the
unlimited, for-sure, forever power
that finds you and fills you up with
everything you need to live a full
and wonderful life in Him.
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COMMUNITY

How to use this
Bible study guide

T

he lessons and stories in this Bible Study Guide include truths that you
can apply to your everyday life. They encourage you to communicate with
God through prayer, reading from your Bible, and reflecting on what you
read. That is how to grow your own relationship with Jesus. You will study
the Bible lesson during the week, and in Sabbath School you will review it
with your teacher and peers. This review process will help you gain a deeper
spiritual understanding of the lessons.
A large part of your Sabbath School lesson is the study you do from the
Bible and the discussions you have with your teachers and peers on Sabbath.
Learn and review the power text during the week as you prepare for Sabbath
School. As you memorize passages from the Bible you will become familiarized with the truths found in God’s Word, and you will learn to apply them to
your life. As you study your Sabbath School lesson, you might want to read
your power point and power text for family worship, or engage your family
members in discussion and share with them what you have learned.
Most important, please take time to read, pray, and reflect on Jesus every
day. Ask Him to help you apply what you study to what you do in real life. It
isn’t only what you know with your head, but it’s also what you know with
your heart, that helps you be a strong, growing Christian.

Happy growing in Jesus!

We share God’s love in our
relationships.
(LESSONS 1 THROUGH 5).
■ Jesus enjoys Lazarus’s family.
■ Nazareth receives good news.
■ How to inherit God’s kingdom.
■ Children of the King.
■ Jesus teaches about prayer.

SERVICE

We make a difference when
we serve others.
(LESSONS 6 THROUGH 9).
■ Jesus heals a leper.
■ Jesus feeds 5,000.
■ Parable of the talents.
■ Sheep and goats.

GRACE

We need God’s love.
(LESSONS 10 THROUGH 12).
■ Lazarus dies.
■ Mary and Martha trust Jesus.
■ Lazarus is raised.

GRACE IN ACTION

—The Editor

We need God’s forgiveness
when we fail Him.

PS: Write and tell us how you’re growing in Jesus.

(LESSON 13).
■ Disciples fail Jesus.

Sabbath School/Personal Ministries Department
12501 Old Columbia Pike
Silver Spring, MD 20904
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