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Repairing Walls

Key References: Isaiah 58:6-12; Prophets and Kings, chap. 57, pp. 677, 678; The Bible Story (1994), vol. 10,
pp. 189-191; Our Beliefs nos. 17, 14, 22
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Have you ever helped repair something? Did it look OK
when it was mended? Isaiah says that we are repairers
of a wall when we show kindness to others. Imagine this
conversation between a father and his son in biblical
times.

p

powertext

“And if you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry and satisfy the
needs of the oppressed, then your light will rise in the darkness, and
your night will become like the noonday” (Isaiah 58:10).

LEARN Start
memorizing the
power text.
DO Do the activity
on page 33.

We follow
Jesus’ example by
showing others
kindness and
compassion.

S

haphan and his father walked toward the sheep pen one Friday morning. “It’s a great morning to be alive!” remarked Father.
Shaphan agreed.
Down the rocky path they trudged, intent on the task before them.
“Today we will rebuild the west wall of the sheep pen,” Father had
announced at breakfast. “There’s a fairly good-sized place where the
stones have been knocked loose, and I want to get it repaired before
Sabbath.”
When they arrived at the pen, Father turned to Shaphan. “Let’s
gather some more big rocks first,” he said. “Then we’ll need to clean
out this rubble so we can repair it properly.”
Before long they had a new pile of rocks and long branches from
the thornbushes beside the broken wall. Pulling at a loose rock,
Father said, “This reminds me of what the prophet Isaiah referred to
when he spoke of his people as the ‘Repairer of Broken Walls’ [Isaiah
58:12].”
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Sunday

Read Psalm 51:18 and this week’s story,
“Repairing Walls.”
  FIND Find or draw a stone on which you could write or
attach your power text, Isaiah 58:10. Begin to memorize
the power text.
  PRAY Ask God to help you be a repairer of the walls of
love around His people.

Monday

4

  READ

  READ

Read Isaiah 58:6, 7.

THINK Think of modern-day equivalents for the different ways of serving found in today’s reading.

Shaphan’s family had come to
believe in Jesus after listening to Peter,
and ever since then Father had been
poring over the Scriptures in a new way.
The whole family had enjoyed hearing
the prophecies about the Savior, and
talking about how they had been fulfilled by Jesus.
While the sun climbed higher,
they talked about Isaiah’s words. “God
wants us to treat others with kindness
and compassion, son. He wants us to
loose the chains of injustice, to set the
oppressed free, to share our food with

Plan to serve in one of the ways listed in the texts.
REVIEW Review the power text.
PLAN

Tuesday

PRAY

Pray for someone who needs your compassion.

Read Isaiah 58:8, 9.
  TALK Talk with an adult about what these two verses
mean to them in their relationship with God. Ask them
how being kind and compassionate relates to these
verses. Discuss the meaning of “the pointing finger” and
“malicious talk.”
  SERVE Plan to do a special act of kindness for someone
today.
REVIEW Review the power text.
  PRAY Ask God to help you refrain from talking negatively about others.
  READ
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the hungry, and to provide clothing and
shelter for the poor” (see verses 6, 7).
“I understand what it means to
share our food, Father, but what does
‘loose the chains of injustice’ and ‘set the
oppressed free’ mean?”
“Think about Jesus, son. He came to
a world caught in the chains Satan had
wrapped around us. We were trapped
in sin—all kinds of hurtful thinking and
doing to ourselves and others. But Jesus
set us free. He died for our sins, and He

lives to restore us back to what God
made us to be.”
“That’s a lot to think about!”
responded Shaphan, trying to take in all
that Father had just said.
“But we can loose chains of injustice, too,” Father added as he lifted
another heavy rock into place. “We
can help people by sharing our faith
in Jesus, and by making sure we treat
them kindly and with compassion.
Nothing we do should make life hard or
miserable for others.”
“OK,” Shaphan nodded, beginning
to understand. “But what about the
‘Repairer of Broken Walls’ part?”
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Wednesday

Read Isaiah 58:10-12.
  WRITE In your Bible study journal, write about the
images Isaiah uses in these verses to describe a kind and
compassionate person. Give your work a title.
  SHARE Share and discuss your work with someone.
REVIEW Review the power text.
  PRAY Thank God for Jesus’ example of compassion.

Thursday

Read Matthew 25:31-40.
  THINK What are the similarities between the “sheep”
and the people described in Isaiah 58?
  RESEARCH Using a Bible concordance, find at least
three verses using the word “compassion.” What do these
verses tell you?
REVIEW Review the power text.
  PRAY Ask God to help you be compassionate.

Friday
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Read Isaiah 58:6-12.
  SHOW Demonstrate practical kindness by doing extra
chores to help get ready for Sabbath.
  THANK Thank each member of your family for an act of
kindness they have done to you.
REVIEW Review the power text.
  PRAY Ask God to help you serve your family members
by being kind and compassionate toward them.

  READ

  READ

Father smiled. “Look at this wall. Why
do we have it here?”
“It’s to keep the sheep safe,” Shaphan
answered without having to think.
“Exactly.” His father responded with a
broad grin, tucking a thornbush around
the last stone he had replaced.
“Everyone who lives within God’s
wall of protection is safe. God wants us
to love Him with all our hearts and our
neighbors as ourselves. When we live
that way, we are living within the protective wall of His law. Jesus came to repair
our understanding of God’s law of love
and protection.”
“Now I can see what fixing a stone
wall has to do with being kind and compassionate to others,” Shaphan said.
Shaphan was still pondering the
importance of protective walls as he
pushed the last big stone into place.

  READ
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They both looked at the sun. They had
finished in time to be ready for Sabbath.
“You know,” Father said, “Jesus wants
us to follow His example. He asks us to
show kindness and compassion to everyone around us! When we share the good
news of what He has done for us, we’re
setting the oppressed free; we’re helping
rebuild the wall.”
“Our family already shares food,
clothing, and shelter with others. I guess
our ‘walls’ are in good repair,” Shaphan
said as he admired their work.
“Well, the Scriptures also mention
such things as not mistreating others,
falsely accusing them, or saying cruel
things. Do you think maybe you might
have some repairing still to do before
sundown?” Father asked Shaphan.
“Oh, you mean with my sister?”
Shaphan hung his head a little.
“Exactly,” Father said.
Shaphan didn’t say anything, but
his smile clearly said that he was ready
to follow in the footsteps of the true
“Repairer of Broken Walls.”
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PUZZLE

IN HISBE
STRENGTH
BUILT UP

2
4

Instructions: Answer the clues below, and then transfer the appropriate letters to read
the Bible verse below.
Clues:
1. What are we to spend? (Isaiah 58:10).
15

2. What kind of chains should we loosen? (Isaiah
58:6).

2

5

7

11 21

25

12

1

3. What is God preparing for us? (Matthew 25:34).
24

4. Who is someone we should spend ourselves
for? (Isaiah 58:10)

3

17

10

6

28

18

5. What are we to do for the poor? (Isaiah 58:7).
16

6. What is the second condition Jesus said we
helped Him with? (Matthew 25:35).

27

7. What is one of the things God wants us to provide the poor wanderer? (Isaiah 58:7).

8

13

22

23

19

4

14

8. What will rise in the darkness? (Isaiah 58:10).
20

26

9

Bible verse:
“So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord,
1
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rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness” (Colossians 2:6, 7).
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