YEAR D | QUARTER 2

2

Community

As God’s children, we accept
responsibility.

A Larger Circle
The Bible Lesson at a Glance

KEY REFERENCES

 John 19:25-27
 The Desire of Ages, chap. 78, p. 752
 The Bible Story (1994), vol. 9, pp.
118-123
 student story on page 32 of this
guide
OUR BELIEFS

 No. 23, Marriage and the Family
 No. 4, God the Son
 No. 9, The Life, Death, and Resurrection of Christ
OBJECTIVES

The students will:
 Know that Christians accept the
responsibility of being concerned
about the needs of others.
 Feel a joy in serving others in their
community.
 Respond by opening their
family to include those in need.
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“Share with the Lord’s people who are
in need. Practice hospitality” (Romans
12:13).

PO

POWER TEXT

We show
Jesus’ love
when we
include others
in our
family circle.

Mary, Jesus’ mother, is left alone in a society in which no
provisions were made for widows with no children. Jesus
honors His mother until the last moment of His life. From
the cross He asks John to look after His mother, Mary. John
accepts the privilege of supporting Jesus’ mother as his
own.

This is a lesson about community.

Both Jesus and John recognize the need to accept responsibility for others. Many times our Christian friends face adversity.
Through accepting responsibility for those in our community
we gain an unexpected blessing.

Teacher Enrichment

“By showing hospitality to God’s children we . . . may receive
His angels into our dwellings. Even in our day, angels in
human form enter the homes of men and are entertained by
them. And Christians who live in the light of God’s countenance are always accompanied by unseen angels, and these
holy beings leave behind them a blessing in our homes.
“ ‘A lover of hospitality’ is among the specifications given
by the Holy Spirit as marking one who is to bear responsibility in the church. And to the whole church is given the
injunction: ‘Use hospitality one to another without grudging. As every man hath received the gift, even so minister
the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold
grace of God’ (1 Peter 4:9,10)” (Testimonies for the Church,
vol. 6, pp. 342, 343).
In what ways do I exemplify the quality “a lover of hospitality”? Does my hospitality end at my circle of friends, or does it
include those who truly need it?

Welcome

Welcome students at the door and
direct them to their seats. Ask them
how their week has been. Encourage
learners to study their Sabbath School
lesson regularly, and debrief students
on the previous lesson to help them
see the chronological continuity of

the Bible stories from one week to another. Then ask students to share a few
things they learned from the current
lesson prior to Sabbath School.
Ask: What was the most interesting
part of the Bible story? What activity did you find the most helpful?

Invite students to share their experiences and/or the handiworks they
created for Sabbath School during the
week.

Have students begin the
readiness activity of your choice.

Program notes
LESSON SEC TION

Welcome

1
*

2
3
4
*

Readiness

MINUTES

AC TIVITIES

Ongoing

Greet students at door.
Ask about their week.

10-15

A. Magnetic Attraction (p. 26)

magnets, small objects made of iron/steel, small objects made of aluminum

B. The Blows of Life (p. 26)

a ball of yarn/beanbag

songbooks, offering box, world map, pushpins

Prayer
and Praise

15-20

(p. 27)

Bible
Lesson

15-20

Introducing the Bible Story (p. 28)

Bibles

Exploring the Bible (p. 29)

Bibles, board and marker

10-15

Sabbath Welcome Party (p. 29)

Sharing
the Lesson

10-15

Inviting (p. 30)

Closing

MATERIALS NEEDED

Experiencing the Story (p. 28)

Applying
the Lesson

»

paper, pens, art supplies, envelopes

Prayer (p. 30)
Reminder to Parents (p. 30)
Next Week’s Lesson (p. 30)
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LESSON 2

1

READINESS ACTIVITIES

Select the activity or activities that are most appropriate for your situation.

A

Magnetic Attraction

YOU NEED:

magnets
small objects made of
iron/steel
small aluminum
objects

Bring to class several magnets, some
objects made of iron/steel, and some
objects made of aluminum. If you have
several magnets available, place the
students into small groups and have them each try to experiment with the magnets and observe which objects they
attract.

Debriefing
Ask: What did you observe as you played with the magnets? Did the magnets attract all the metal objects? (No.
Magnets do not attract aluminum objects.) Think of people who attract others like magnets attract iron. Think
of people who do not attract others like magnets do not
attract aluminum. How easy is it to be a person who attracts and includes others? Let’s say together our power
text, Romans 12:13:

“Share with the Lord’s people who are in need.
Practice hospitality” (Romans 12:13).
Say: Just like magnets attracting iron and steel objects,

We show Jesus’ love when we include others in our
family circle.
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B

The Blows of Life

YOU NEED:

a ball of yarn/beanbag

Divide the group into two teams. One team should scatter
its members around the room, but once scattered they are
not allowed to move. The team in the middle can move.
The stationary team will try to toss a ball of yarn/beanbag
to each other, attempting to touch the moving team below
the knee. The moving team may use their hands to protect
themselves. If they are hit below the knee, they are out.
After a while switch sides.
Debriefing
Ask: How difficult was it to avoid the beanbag? How did
you feel knowing you were vulnerable to being hit?
Say: Sometimes life hits people hard; unavoidable circumstances make it necessary for them to rely on others
for a while. Let’s say together our power text, Romans
12:13.

“Share with the Lord’s people who are in need.
Practice hospitality” (Romans 12:13).
Say: Today we are learning that

We show Jesus’ love when we include others in our
family circle.

*

Prayer
& Praise

Fellowship

Notes

Allow students to report things that they are pleased
or troubled about. Acknowledge any birthdays, special events, or achievements. Give a special, warm
greeting to all visitors. (Get contact information from
the adult who brought him/her to church. Early in the
following week, send a postcard or e-mail letting that
child know how much you enjoyed having him/her
in your class and that you would like to see him/her
again.)

Suggested Songs

“Love, Love” (He Is Our Song, no. 132)
“Love Is in Your Hand” (He Is Our Song, no. 134)
“We Are an Offering” (He Is Our Song, no. 136)

Mission

YOU NEED:

Offering

YOU NEED:

world map
Use Adventist Mission for Youth and
pushpins
Adults (go to www.juniorpower
points.org and click on MISSION)
or another mission report available to you. For the mission story, have a map of the world where the students
can identify the location of the mission story and compare it to where they are. You could use pushpins to
mark where the mission story takes place.

offering box
Continue to use the suggested
offering box from last week. Say:
Our offering this week is going to help communities who also need to learn about the love of God.

Prayer

This week tell a key fact and one specific need in your
community. Pray specifically for those needs. Offer
prayer also for the students’ joys and sorrows, for the
birthday and other special event celebrants, as well as
for the visitors.
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LESSON 2

2

BIBLE LESSON

YOU NEED:

Introducing the Bible Story

Ask: How many of you have younger brothers or sisters
who you have had to babysit at some point in time? Or
who among you has looked after the neighbors’ children? What is it like looking after someone else? How did
you feel? What would you think if you had the permanent responsibility for looking after someone else?
Say: When Jesus was on the cross, He saw His mother.
She was widowed and alone. Jesus asked John to look
after her. John had to make a snap decision that would
affect his family for many years to come. He didn’t hesitate to care for Mary as his own mother.

We show Jesus’ love when we include others in our
family circle.
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Experiencing the Story

Bibles

Assign the following roles to the students: roving reporter, Mary, John, Jesus, believers, Jews, and
other disciples. Ask someone to read John 19:25-27 aloud.
Give everyone a few minutes to decide how their character
would have felt and acted. The roving reporter should interview each group.

3

A P P LY I N G T H E L E S S O N

YOU NEED:

Exploring the Bible

Bibles
board and marker

Say: We are going to look at times
when other people welcomed strangers into their homes. Write the following questions and
texts where all can see. Divide the students into groups to
find the texts, read them, and answer the questions.
1. Who did Abram welcome into his home? Genesis 18:110.
2. What was the end result of Lot’s opening his home to
two strangers? Genesis 19:1-16.
3. When Rahab hid two men in her home what was the
result for her family? Joshua 2:1-14.
4. What happened to the widow of Zarephath’s meager
supplies when she opened her home to Elijah? 1 Kings 17:715.
5. What effect did King Solomon have on the Queen of
Sheba when he welcomed her to his palace? 2 Chronicles
9:2.
Ask: What common thread do we find?
Say: Let’s say together our power text, Romans 12:13.

Sabbath Welcome Party

Say: Suppose that you were planning a special Sabbath
Welcome Party directed toward “unchurched” or nonAdventist kids.
Ask: Who are some friends you would invite? What kinds
of preparations would you need to make to attract those
particular people? What would make these kids want to
visit with you? How can you make them feel comfortable
in your home? What things would you want to avoid
doing to make them feel welcome? (You might look at
some Jewish traditions that might give you some ideas of
interesting things to do.)
We show Jesus’ love when we include others in our
family circle.

“Share with the Lord’s people who are in need.
Practice hospitality” (Romans 12:13).
Remember,
We show Jesus’ love when we include others in our
family circle.
Accommodation for students with special needs
Have students with certain learning disabilities and those
with visual impairments sit close to the board for this activity. Alternatively, prepare in advance for these students a
handout with the list of Bible references and questions.
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LESSON 2

4

*

SHARING THE LESSON
YOU NEED:

Inviting

paper
pens
art supplies
envelopes

If during the week the students had a
chance to invite a friend over for a meal
or to visit, give them opportunity to
share their experience.
Ask: When did you have the opportunity to care for
someone who wasn’t in your family? When did you have
the opportunity to help someone else who had to face
the unavoidable hits of life?
Provide art supplies, paper, and envelopes for each student to create an invitation they would share with a friend
they wish to invite to their home with their parents’ consent.
Say: Let’s say together once again our power text,
Romans 12:13.

“Share with the Lord’s people who are in need.
Practice hospitality” (Romans 12:13).
Let’s remember,
We show Jesus’ love when we include others in our
family circle.
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Closing
Prayer and closing comments:

Ask God to bless each of your students, and each
of their families as they continue to endeavor to
“Share with the Lord’s people who are in need”
and to “practice hospitality.”

Reminder to parents:

Say: Check out the student Bible study guide
to find Parents’ Pages for your use in family
worship, or however you wish to use them to
spiritually guide your children. You may listen
to the podcast of the lesson online at www
.juniorpowerpoints.org/podcast.php?channel
=1.

Coming up next week:

Say: The disciples receive the Holy Spirit. The
Holy Spirit is God’s gift to us.

Notes
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LESSON 2

Student
lesson
A Larger Circle
Have you ever known someone who
needed to share someone else’s home for
a while? Have you ever been in that position? Jesus’ mother was in that position
when He died. Jesus’ beloved disciple,
John, opened his home and took her in.

T

ake a trip in your imagination to
Nazareth when Jesus was a boy.
Often there were people in Jesus’
neighborhood who needed help. We
can only imagine today how Jesus may
have helped to make life better for
those around Him.
Picture the boy Jesus walking into
His small home in Nazareth. He tells
His mother that Widow Abrams may
be sick. Mary joins Him and together
Jesus and Mary walk to their neighbor’s house. It is a small mud-brick
house with a flat roof. Mary calls as she
enters, “Mother Abrams, it’s Mary.”
A small voice answers from the bed
corner. The elderly woman tries to lift
herself up but falls back onto the bed.
She is too weak to move.
“Mother Abrams, are you sick?” Mary
asks.
“No, I’m just hungry. It’s been three
days since I last had food.”
Jesus looks around the one-room
home. The baskets are empty. The clay
pots are empty. There is no food in the
house. After asking for His mother’s
consent, Jesus runs home and returns
with food for Widow Abrams. Then He
carries her water jar to the town well.
When He returns, the woman is sitting
up. Mary is breaking off small bits of
bread and feeding her.
Mary and Jesus walk home, glad
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that they could be of help to Widow
Abrams. Jesus is deep in thought
about this widow who has no family
members to take care of her. Now she
is too feeble to go into the fields and
vineyards to collect grain or grapes
left by harvesters for the poor. Mary
and Jesus agree to take care of Widow
Abrams.
Come with me now to Calvary many
years later and witness a real dialogue
that took place between Jesus, Mary,
and John, the beloved disciple.
The sky is dark. Jesus pulls His body
up by pushing against the footboard
on the rough beam of the cross. He
notices the cries of a woman near the
foot of the cross.
Priests taunt the dying man. “He
saved others; let him save himself if
he is God’s Messiah, the Chosen One”
(Luke 23:35). This man has caused
the people to question their priestly
lifestyle, their priestly authority. These
religious leaders had plenty of evidence and countless opportunities
to recognize in Jesus the Son of God,
who came to save His people. Yet they
failed to accept Jesus as the promised
Messiah. Even now, during Jesus’ final
hours on the cross, they give voice to
their unbelief and hatred.
Mary stands at the foot of the cross.
Tears stain her face. She doesn’t even
try to wipe them away.
On the cross, Jesus looks at His
mother. He remembers the times that
she comforted Him in His childhood.
Jesus knows how hard all of this is on
her.
Joseph has been dead for some time

now. Mary is a widow. When Jesus dies,
Mary will be alone. Jesus worries. Who
will take care of her? In spite of the
terrible pain in His body, in spite of the
terrible pressure from the weight of
the sins of all humanity, Jesus thinks of
His mother. “Woman,” He says tenderly.
At the sound of this familiar endearing name, Mary lifts her shoulders and
looks up into the bloodstained face of
her Son. “Yes,” she tries to speak, but no
words come from her mouth.
“Here is your son,” Jesus says, looking
toward John. Then Jesus adds, “Here is
your mother” (John 19:26, 27).
Instantly both Mary and John understand. Jesus wants John to become
Mary’s “adopted” son, to take care of
her as long as she lives. Jesus needs
to die knowing that His mother will
be cared for. It is a hard thing for Mary
to hear. Although she feels blessed
that Jesus is concerned for her future,
she also feels crushed at the thought
of losing her own Son, Jesus. Mary is
heartbroken, just as Simeon foretold at
Jesus’ birth when he said to her: “And
a sword will pierce your own soul too”
(Luke 2:35).
John and Mary stay at the cross until
Jesus dies. They watch Nicodemus and
Joseph of Arimathea remove the body
from the blood-soaked beams. They
follow as Jesus is taken to Joseph’s
new tomb nearby. They want to know
where His body is placed. Then Mary
follows John. For the rest of her life
she lives in his home. As for John, he
praises God for the opportunity he has
to open his home and share the love
he has for Jesus.

KEY REFERENCES

 John 19:25-27
 The Desire of Ages, chap. 78, p. 752
 The Bible Story (1994), vol. 9, pp.
118-123
 Our Beliefs nos. 23, 4, 9.

POWER TEXT

POWER POINT

“Share with the Lord’s people who are
in need. Practice hospitality” (Romans
12:13).

We show Jesus’ love when we
include others in our family circle.

LEARN

READ

DO
  WRITE
READ
MAKE
PRAY

READ
TALK

THINK
REVIEW
PRAY

READ
THINK

MAKE
REVIEW
PRAY

REVIEW
PRAY

READ
REFLECT

READ
WRITE

INVITE
SURVEY

REVIEW
PRAY

PREPARE

REVIEW
PRAY
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