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Community

As God’s children, we accept
responsibility.

A Special Gift
The Bible Lesson at a Glance

KEY REFERENCES

 Acts 1:3-8
 The Desire of Ages, chaps. 81-86, pp.
779-828
 The Acts of the Apostles, chaps. 2, 3,
pp. 17-34
 The Bible Story, vol. 9, pp. 161-164;
vol. 10, pp. 9-13
 student story on page 42 of this
guide
OUR BELIEFS

 No. 5, God the Holy Spirit
 No. 11, Growing in Christ
 No. 17, Spiritual Gifts and Ministries
OBJECTIVES

The students will:
 Know that they are most effective
when they share the gospel from a
personal perspective.
 Feel happy that the Holy Spirit
helps them be witnesses.
 Respond by daily seeking the
Holy Spirit through Bible study and
prayer, and sharing their experience
with others.
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“But you will receive power when the
Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of
the earth” (Acts 1:8).

PO

POWER TEXT

The Holy Spirit
helps us to
understand
and share
God’s Word.

After Jesus’ resurrection, He appears many times to the community of His believers. It strengthens their faith and provides evidence of His power. He promises them the power
of the Holy Spirit to serve the community through Christian
witnessing. As preparation, the Lord requests that they remain in Jerusalem until they receive the power of the Holy
Spirit. They do as Jesus instructs and remain united in spirit.

This is a lesson about community.

Today, between Jesus’ ascension and His second coming, we
receive the power to serve through daily prayer and Bible
study. The Holy Spirit is God’s gift to us. He helps to open
our hearts and minds to the truths in the Bible. In the same
way that the Spirit assisted the early Christian church, He will
assist us to witness to those in our community.

Teacher Enrichment

“All who consecrate soul, body, and spirit to God will be constantly receiving a new endowment of physical and mental
power. The inexhaustible supplies of heaven are at their
command. Christ gives them the breath of His own spirit,
the life of His own life. The Holy Spirit puts forth its highest
energies to work in heart and mind. The grace of God enlarges and multiplies their faculties, and every perfection of
the divine nature comes to their assistance in the work of
saving souls. Through cooperation with Christ they are complete in Him, and in their human weakness they are enabled
to do the deeds of Omnipotence” (The Desire of Ages, p. 827).
What are the areas in my life in which I feel I lack the skills I
need to witness effectively? Lord, help me be brave. I bring those
needs before You, Father, and claim the inexhaustible supplies
of heaven.

Welcome

Welcome students at the door and
direct them to their seats. Ask them
how their week has been. Encourage
learners to study their Sabbath School
lesson regularly, and debrief students
on the previous lesson to help them
see the chronological continuity of

the Bible stories from one week to another. Then ask students to share a few
things they learned from the current
lesson prior to Sabbath School.
Ask: What was the most interesting
part of the Bible story? What activity did you find the most helpful?

Invite students to share their experiences and/or the handiworks they
created for Sabbath School during the
week.

Have students begin the
readiness activity of your choice.

Program notes
LESSON SEC TION

Welcome

1
*

2
3
4
*

Readiness

MINUTES

AC TIVITIES

Ongoing

Greet students at door.
Ask about their week.

10-15

A. In Focus (p. 36)

slides, slide projector

B. The Witness (p. 36)

pens, paper

songbooks, offering box, world map, pushpins

Prayer
and Praise

15-20

(p. 37)

Bible
Lesson

15-20

Introducing the Bible Story (p. 38)

MATERIALS NEEDED

Experiencing the Story (p. 38)

Bibles, paper, pencils, maps, poster board, colored
markers

Exploring the Bible (p. 39)

Bibles, paper, pencils, board, marker

Applying
the Lesson

10-15

Fill the Glove (p. 39)

glove, table, piano/keyboard

Sharing
the Lesson

10-15

Sharing Through the Spirit (p. 40)

paper, pencils

Closing

»

Prayer (p. 40)
Reminder to Parents (p. 40)
Next Week’s Lesson (p. 40)
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1

READINESS ACTIVITIES

Select the activity or activities that are most appropriate for your situation.

A
In Focus

YOU NEED:

slides and projector

Collect slides of people and things that the students would
readily recognize. Show each slide out of focus and ask the
students to guess who or what it is, while you slowly focus
the picture. (You will need to practice slowly bringing the
picture into focus and giving enough time for the students
to guess who/what it is.)

Debriefing
Ask: Why was it difficult at first to know what the pictures
were? How was this like, or unlike, studying the Bible?
Say: When we read the Bible sometimes there are
things that seem “fuzzy.” In our lesson today Jesus promises to send the Holy Spirit to help bring things into focus
when we study the Bible. Let’s say together our power
text for today, Acts 1:8.

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit
comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8).
Say: When we understand His Word we can share it
more easily with others. We can be sure that

The Holy Spirit helps us to understand and share
God’s Word.

B
The Witness

YOU NEED:

pens
paper

Divide the students into three or four
small groups. Provide each group with a pen and paper. Ask
everyone in each group to focus their attention on what you
are about to show them. Show three detailed pictures in succession, either on an overhead screen, computer monitor, or
paintings or drawings. Let the students look at each for five
to ten seconds. Put all the pictures away and ask each group
to work together to list as many things as they can remember about each picture. Give three to five minutes to compile
a list and then ask the groups to share their lists.
Say: The things that you listed are the things that you
were a witness to—the things that you personally saw
and remembered.
Ask: How well did you remember what you saw? What
made it easy to recall the details? What made it difficult?
Do you think you were good witnesses or not? Why or
why not?
Say: Our power text today says that we will be Jesus’
witnesses all around the world. Let’s say it together:

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit
comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8).
What can we do to make sure we are good witnesses
for Him?
Our power point reminds us that

The Holy Spirit helps us to understand and share
God’s Word.
Accommodation for students with special needs
Allow students who experience difficulty with writing and
spelling to express verbally their observations, while another
group member records their answers in writing.
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Prayer
and Praise

Fellowship

Notes

Allow students to report things that they are pleased
or troubled about. Acknowledge any birthdays, special events, or achievements. Give a special, warm
greeting to all visitors. (Get contact information from
the adult who brought him/her to church. Early in the
following week, send a postcard or e-mail letting that
child know how much you enjoyed having him/her
in your class and that you would like to see him/her
again.)

Suggested Songs

“Pass It On” (He Is Our Song, no. 130)
“Hey, Mon” (He Is Our Song, no. 138)
“We Are His” (He Is Our Song, no. 140)
“Blindman” (Praise Time, no. 2)

Mission

YOU NEED:

Offering

YOU NEED:

Use Adventist Mission for Youth
world map
and Adults (go to www.junior
pushpins
powerpoints.org and click on
MISSION) or another mission report available to you.
For the mission story, have a map of the world where
the students can identify the location of the mission
story and compare it to where they are. You could
use pushpins to mark where the mission story takes
place.

Continue to use the suggested
offering box
offering box from last week.
Say: Our offerings are one way to create opportunities for the Holy Spirit to work in different
communities.

Prayer

This week tell a key fact and one specific need in your
community. Pray specifically for those needs. Offer
prayer also for the students’ joys and sorrows, for the
birthday and other special event celebrants, as well as
for the visitors.
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BIBLE LESSON
YOU NEED:

Introducing the Bible Story

Think of a time when you were waiting with anticipation for
some special gift or surprise. When it arrived, was it everything you hoped or were you disappointed? Why?

The Holy Spirit helps us to understand and share
God’s Word.

Experiencing the Story

Bibles
paper
pencils
maps
poster board
colored markers

Place five signs in five different areas
of the room. The signs should read:
1. Rhyme/song; 2. Drama; 3. Calculate/
Discover; 4. Map; and 5. Create.
Ask the students to select an area
that sounds the most interesting to
them. Once they have formed their groups, ask each group
to read Acts 1:3-8 and then follow the directions on the back
of the sign.
1. Rhyme/song: Compose a rhyme or song to celebrate
Jesus’ appearing to the disciples.
2. Drama: Dramatize one of the appearances of Jesus to
His disciples.
3. Calculate: Scan the closing chapters of each Gospel and
Acts 1:3-8 and calculate how many times it is recorded that
Jesus appeared to people after His resurrection. Also count
the number of people to whom He appeared.
4. Map: Scan the closing chapters of each Gospel and
Acts 1:3-8. Mark on a map where Jesus appeared after His
resurrection.
5. Create: Make a poster advertising the resurrection of
Jesus and the promise of the Holy Spirit.
Allow time for each group to share with the class what
they have done.
Accommodation for students with special needs
Place students with special needs in the activity centers
in which they would feel most comfortable participating.
Identify their skills and talents and create opportunities for
them to thrive.
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A P P LY I N G T H E L E S S O N

YOU NEED:

Exploring the Bible

Bibles
paper
pencils
board and marker

Write the following questions and texts on a board
(but don’t write any answers). Divide the students
into seven groups, each taking one question.
Say: Let’s discover more about the work of
the Holy Spirit.
1. How was the Holy Spirit involved in the
creation of the world? Genesis 1:1, 2.
2. What did the Holy Spirit do in Old
Testament times? Numbers 24:2; Judges 6:34;
1 Samuel 10:6 (equipped people for special
tasks).
3. What is the Holy Spirit’s mission to the
world? John 16:8.
4. What is the Holy Spirit’s mission for believers? John 14:16.
5. How will the Holy Spirit help us? John
14:26, John 16:13.
6. What special gifts did the Holy Spirit give
in Old Testament times? Judges 3:10, 6:34
(leadership); Numbers 11:17, 25, 26 (prophecy);
Exodus 28:3; 31:3-9 (special talents).
7. What special gifts does the Holy Spirit
give today? 1 Corinthians 12:7-11.

The Holy Spirit helps us to understand
and share God’s Word.

Fill the Glove

YOU NEED:

glove
Place a glove on the table. Draw a face on the
table
glove and give it a name. Say: Look at this glove
carefully. Do you believe that this glove can do piano/keyboard
all sorts of wonderful things? Do you believe
that it is so dexterous and agile that it can play the piano? Let’s
see if the glove can perform some tasks that we are asking for . . .
Would you like to see? Talk to the glove and try to persuade it to do
something. In the end say: It’s no good. Maybe I should try something else. Put your hand in the glove and do one of the tasks you
have talked about.

Debriefing
Ask: Was the glove able to accomplish this task? What made the
difference in the glove? How is this like what the Holy Spirit does
for us? Could we claim that we are capable of doing what’s right
or of making good choices by ourselves? Who empowers us to live
good lives that please God and bring glory to Him? How do you
think you could get that kind of help from the Holy Spirit?
Ask the students to pair up and pray this prayer for each other:
Dear God, please send the Holy Spirit to come and fill up (partner’s
name). Thank You. Amen.
Our power point reminds us that

The Holy Spirit helps us to understand and share God’s
Word.

Accommodation for students with special
needs:
Have students with certain learning disabilities
and those with visual impairments sit close to
the board for this activity. Alternatively, prepare
in advance for these students a handout with
the list of Bible references and questions.
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SHARING THE LESSON

YOU NEED:

Sharing Through the Spirit

paper
pencils

Allow students to report their experiences from last week if they had the
opportunity to talk with someone about God’s Word and
the work of the Holy Spirit in their lives. Give each student
a sheet of paper and a pencil. Say: God’s Word tells us that
when we ask something in His name and in His will, He
will do it for us. We have just prayed for the Holy Spirit to
come and fill us up. God’s Word tells us to understand His
words and uses us to encourage each other. Please fold
your paper in half and on one half write what you would
most like to understand about God’s Word. On the other
half, list the people that you would like to be able to encourage with the truths and promises in God’s Word.

Debriefing
Say: Divide into pairs or groups of three and share what is
on your paper. Share what you would like to change.
Ask: How can you allow the Holy Spirit to use you more
in sharing God’s Word? Let’s remember this week that

The Holy Spirit helps us to understand and share
God’s Word.
Encourage the students to have a short prayer for their
partners and ask the Holy Spirit to come into their lives.
Let’s say together our power text, Acts 1:8.

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit
comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8).
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Closing
Prayer and comments:

Ask the blessing of the Holy Spirit on your students’ Bible study during the following week.
Ask that He will not only help them understand
God’s Word, but share it with others as well.

Reminder to parents:

Say: Check out the student Bible study guide
to find Parents’ Pages for your use in family
worship, or however you wish to use them to
spiritually guide your children. You may listen
to the podcast of the lesson online at www
.juniorpowerpoints.org/podcast.php?channel
=1.

Coming up next week:

Say: Repairing walls. God requires us to show
kindness to those around us.

Notes
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Student
lesson
A Special Gift
Imagine what it would be like to have a
friend who was always there, no matter
where you were, what happened, or how
you felt. This friend would encourage
you, help you, and show you the right
thing to do. Wouldn’t that be wonderful?
Jesus promised everyone who believes in
Him just such a friend—the Holy Spirit.

N

ever have the disciples felt
such despair. Jesus has died.
All their hopes have died with
Him. They huddle behind locked doors
in the upper room. Could it really have
been only three days since they ate
the Passover supper with Jesus in this
very room? It seems impossible. They
are too discouraged to remember the
words that Jesus spoke to them then:
“After I have risen, I will go ahead of
you into Galilee” (Matthew 26:32).
Suddenly another person is visible
among them. It is Jesus. He raises
His hands as they have seen Him do
hundreds of times, and says, “Peace
be with you.” They are terrified. Then
Jesus speaks again. “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your
minds? Look at my hands and my feet.
It is I myself!”
They can’t believe their senses. Jesus
says, “Touch me and see; a ghost does
not have flesh and bones, as you see
I have.” The disciples still have a hard
time believing their eyes and their ears.
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Finally Jesus asks them, “Do you have
anything here to eat?” They give Him
a piece of roasted fish, and Jesus eats
it in front of them. By this they receive
the assurance that He is alive, that He
is a real flesh-and-blood person. The
shock finally wears off, and Jesus talks
to His disciples. “This is what I told you
while I was still with you: Everything
must be fulfilled that is written about
Me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets,
and the Psalms.”
Then Jesus helps them to understand what has been written about
Him in the Bible. He explains again
how the Messiah had to suffer and die
and rise again. He explains God’s plan
to forgive sins through His death on
the cross.
Now the disciples begin to understand that Jesus’ mission was not to
restore the kingdom to the Jewish
nation. He did not come to take David’s
throne as king of the Jews. His was
a spiritual kingdom. Jesus called His
followers and friends to an important
work for His kingdom, telling them:
“You are witnesses of these things.” He
called them to preach in His name to
all nations, beginning in Jerusalem (see
Luke 24:36-48).
Jesus tells the disciples that before
they begin their mission to the world
they must wait to receive a special
gift: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait

for the gift my Father promised.” The
disciples needed to be united in prayer
as they waited for this special gift. “In
a few days you will be baptized with
the Holy Spirit,” Jesus promises them.
Then He continues, “You will receive
power when the Holy Spirit comes
on you; and you will be My witnesses
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth”
(see Acts 1:4-8). Jesus promises that He
will always be with them through the
Holy Spirit, God’s special gift.
The disciples wait. They all join together in prayer. They meet together
in the upper room. They meet together
at the Temple. Now they are eager to
pray, knowing that Jesus has gone
to the Father and hears their prayers.
They review all the things that Jesus
has taught them. One by one they remember the things that Jesus had said.
How could they have not understood
Jesus’ words about His kingdom? His
teaching seems so clear now. Jesus has
been so patient with them.
Now no one is concerned about
who will be the greatest. They are
concerned about telling the world
about Jesus, His life, His death, and His
resurrection. The Holy Spirit empowers them to take the story of Jesus to
every country, to every nation, to all
the people in the world.

KEY REFERENCES

 Acts 1:3-8
 The Desire of Ages, chaps. 81-86, pp.
779-828
 The Acts of the Apostles, chaps. 2, 3,
pp. 17-34
 The Bible Story (1994), vol. 9, pp. 161164; vol. 10, pp. 9-13
 Our Beliefs nos. 5, 11, 17

POWER TEXT

“But you will receive power when the
Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in
all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends
of the earth” (Acts 1:8).

POWER POINT

The Holy Spirit helps us to understand
and share God’s Word.

LEARN

READ

DO

THINK

READ
WRITE
LEARN
PRAY

READ
OBSERVE

TALK

LIST

SHARE
REVIEW
PRAY

READ
PLAN

CREATE

REVIEW
PRAY

READ
LOOK

LEARN

REVIEW
PRAY

PRAY

READ
SHARE

DISCUSS

REPEAT
PRAY
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