YEAR D | QUARTER 2
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Community

As God’s children, we accept
responsibility.

Repairing Walls

POWER TEXT

KEY REFERENCES

 Isaiah 58:6-12
 Prophets and Kings , chap. 57, pp.
677, 678
 The Bible Story (1994), vol. 10, pp.
189-191
 student story on page 52 of this
guide
OUR BELIEFS

 No. 17, Spiritual Gifts and Ministries
 No. 14, Unity in the Body of Christ
 No. 22, Christian Behavior
OBJECTIVES

The students will:
 Know that God wants them to be
compassionate people.
 Feel a desire to help and uplift
others in need.
 Respond by showing kindness
and compassion in serving others.
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The Bible Lesson at a Glance
RPOIN
WE

T

“And if you spend yourselves in behalf of
the hungry and satisfy the needs of the
oppressed, then your light will rise in the
darkness, and your night will become like
the noonday” (Isaiah 58:10).

We follow

The prophet Isaiah is talking about true repentance for the selfishness of sin and a physical demonstration of true compassion—the
evidence of righteousness. Isaiah explains that we should share our
food with the hungry, work to set the oppressed free, and provide
shelter. We will be called repairers of broken walls. This had particular significance for the Jews as they rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem.

Jesus’ example This is a lesson about community.
by showing
others
kindness and
compassion.

The same principles set out by the prophet Isaiah apply to us today.
God still requires us to show kindness to those around us, to help
and encourage those we come in contact with. We may not be
asked to physically rebuild walls, but we are asked to live by God’s
law of love, which is a wall of protection for His people.

Teacher Enrichment

“The prophet here describes a people who, in a time of general
departure from truth and righteousness, are seeking to restore the
principles that are the foundation of the kingdom of God. They are
repairers of a breach that has been made in God’s law—the wall
that He has placed around His chosen ones for their protection,
and obedience to whose precepts of justice, truth, and purity, is to
be their perpetual safeguard. . . .
“In the time of the end, every divine institution is to be restored.
The breach made in the law at the time the Sabbath was changed
by man, is to be repaired. God’s remnant people, standing before
the world as reformers, are to show that the law of God is the foundation of all enduring reform, and that the Sabbath of the fourth
commandment is to stand as a memorial of creation, a constant
reminder of the power of God. . . . Constrained by the love of Christ,
they are to cooperate with Him in building up the waste places.
They are to be repairers of the breach, restorers of paths to dwell
in” (Prophets and Kings, pp. 677, 678).
To whom will I show compassion or kindness today?

Welcome

Welcome students at the door and
direct them to their seats. Ask them
how their week has been. Encourage
learners to study their Sabbath School
lesson regularly, and debrief students
on the previous lesson to help them
see the chronological continuity of

the Bible stories from one week to another. Then ask students to share a few
things they learned from the current
lesson prior to Sabbath School.
Ask: What was the most interesting
part of the Bible story? What activity did you find the most helpful?

Invite students to share their experiences and/or the handiworks they
created for Sabbath School during the
week.

Have students begin the
readiness activity of your choice.

Program notes
LESSON SEC TION

Welcome

1
*

2
3
4
*

Readiness

MINUTES

AC TIVITIES

Ongoing

Greet students at door.
Ask about their week.

10-15

A. Rebuild the Wall (p. 46)

building blocks OR paper bricks

B. Free the Prisoner (p. 46)

one chair per group, string, list of acts of kindness

MATERIALS NEEDED

Prayer
and Praise

15-20

(p. 47)

songbooks, offering plate/basket, world map, pushpins,
roll of paper, markers

Bible
Lesson

15-20

Introducing the Bible Story (p. 48)

wall-building material

Experiencing the Story (p. 48)

Bibles, board and marker

Exploring the Bible (p. 49)

Bibles

Applying
the Lesson

10-15

Scenarios (p. 49)

Sharing
the Lesson

10-15

Building Up (p. 50)

Closing

»

building blocks, music (optional)

Prayer (p. 50)
Reminder to Parents (p. 50)
Next Week’s Lesson (p. 50)
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LESSON 4

1

READINESS ACTIVITIES

Select the activity or activities that are most appropriate for your situation.

A
Rebuild the Wall

YOU NEED:

blocks OR
paper bricks

Write the power text on either paper
“bricks” or building blocks and mix them up. If possible,
divide the students into groups and provide a set of the
“blocks” for each group.
Say: On this wall there is an important message for us.
Unfortunately the wall has fallen down. Can you help to
build the wall and put together the message?

Debriefing
Say: The message on our wall is our power text, Isaiah
58:10. Let’s say it together:

“And if you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry
and satisfy the needs of the oppressed, then your light
will rise in the darkness, and your night will become
like the noonday” (Isaiah 58:10).
When we show kindness and compassion in our service to others, we are helping to repair the walls of God’s
love and protection around His people.
Ask: What are ways that we can actually live out the
message on our wall in our everyday lives? How do you
feel about being a “repairer”?
Say: Remember,

We follow Jesus’ example by showing others
kindness and compassion.

B
Free the Prisoner

YOU NEED:

o ne chair per group
string
list of acts of kindness

Divide the students into groups of
five or six. Ask for a volunteer from
each group who is to be tied to a chair by tying each leg to
the leg of the chair in more than one place, hands behind
their back. Say to the rest of the students in each group:
You can free your friend through acts of kindness. When
I say “Go,” one volunteer from each group comes to me,
and I will tell you an act of kindness. You need to act it
out silently for your group. The person who guesses it
can then cut one of the bonds that tie your friend to the
chair, and then come and get another act of kindness to
act out.

Debriefing
Ask the appropriate people: How did it feel when you
could move around? Was it easy to guess what was being
mimed? How does kindness and compassion free people? (Accept various answers.)
Say: Many times people are burdened by troubles;
when we are kind, we help them and show them a
glimpse of God’s character of love.
Say: Let’s say our power text, Isaiah 58:10:

“And if you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry
and satisfy the needs of the oppressed, then your light
will rise in the darkness, and your night will become
like the noonday” (Isaiah 58:10).
Say: Remember,

We follow Jesus’ example by showing others
kindness and compassion.
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Prayer
and Praise

Fellowship

Notes

Allow students to report things that they are pleased
or troubled about. Acknowledge any birthdays, special events, or achievements. Give a special, warm
greeting to all visitors. (Get contact information from
the adult who brought him/her to church. Early in the
following week, send a postcard or e-mail letting that
child know how much you enjoyed having him/her
in your class and that you would like to see him/her
again.)

Suggested Songs

“Seek Ye First” (He Is Our Song, no. 83)
“Behold, What Manner of Love” (He Is Our Song,
no. 42)
“Soon and Very Soon” (He Is Our Song, no. 121)
“In Moments Like These” (He Is Our Song, no. 147)
“Touching Heaven, Changing Earth” (Praise Time,
no. 22)

Mission

YOU NEED:

Offering

YOU NEED:

Prayer

YOU NEED:

Use Adventist Mission for Youth
world map
and Adults (go to www.junior
pushpins
powerpoints.org and click on
MISSION) or another mission report available to you.
For the mission story, have a map of the world where
the students can identify the location of the mission
story and compare it to where they are. You could use
pushpins to mark where the mission story takes place.

Say: We all have different
offering plate/basket
needs. Some need a smile, others an encouraging word. Others long for an education or a place to worship. We can meet some of
those needs by giving our offering each week.

Have a roll of butcher paper,
roll of paper
brown paper, or the back of a roll
markers
of wallpaper. Say: This morning
we are going to write on this “paper wall” our
prayers. Come and write your praises and requests
on the “wall” with markers. Now let’s voice some of
the prayer requests you have written down. Offer
prayer also for the students’ joys and sorrows, for the
birthday and other special event celebrants, as well as
for the visitors.
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LESSON 4

2

BIBLE LESSON
YOU NEED:

YOU NEED:

Introducing the Bible Story

wall-building material

Divide the class into two or three groups
and provide each with enough boxes, cardboard bricks,
building blocks, Styrofoam, paper cups, etc., to build a wall.
After the students complete their wall ask: How would you
feel if someone came and broke down what you have
built? How was it encouraging to build your wall having
help from your friends? Today let’s see what the prophet
Isaiah has to say about the blessings of helping each
other and building things up after they have been broken.

Experiencing the Story

Bibles
board and marker

Have volunteers take turns reading
Isaiah 58:6-12. Together, list where all
can see all the ways the passage tells us we can be of service to others: loosing chains of injustice, sharing food with
the hungry, providing shelter for the poor, and clothing for
those who need it, etc. Then beside that list, write all the
modern equivalents (things that you could do) that you can
think of. Be specific.
For the leader/teacher’s consideration: “The true purpose
of religion is to release men from their burdens of sin, to
eliminate intolerance and oppression, and to promote justice, liberty, and peace. God intended His people to be free,
but the leaders of Israel were making slaves and paupers of
them. . . .
“True religion is practical. To be sure, it includes the rites
and ceremonies of the church, but it is in the life lived before
one’s fellows that the presence or absence of true religion is
manifest. It is not so much a matter of abstaining from food
as it is of sharing food with the hungry. Practical godliness is
the only kind of religion recognized at the judgment bar of
God” (The Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, vol. 4, p.
306).

Debriefing
Ask: How does the list we have just made relate to the
command to love our neighbors as ourselves? Do you
think that we are keeping the commandments when we
show compassion to others?
Say: When we show kindness and compassion in our
service to others, we are helping to repair the walls of
God’s love and protection around His people.

We follow Jesus’ example by showing others kindness and compassion.
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A P P LY I N G T H E L E S S O N

YOU NEED:

Exploring the
Bible

Bibles

Say: Let’s go to the New Testament and
read in Matthew 25:31-46 what Jesus said
on the same basic topic of showing compassion. Ask for volunteers to read aloud.
Ask: How is what Jesus is saying similar to
what Isaiah was saying in Isaiah 58:6-12?
Let’s compare this list to the ones we have
on the board.
Say: Let’s look in other Bible passages at
some actual examples of people who did
works of compassion, who were repairers
of walls.
1. 1 Kings 17:7-24 (widow of Zarephath)
2. 1 Samuel 25:32-42 (Abigail)
3. Acts 9:32-42 (Dorcas)

Debriefing
Ask: What can we learn from these examples of kindness and compassion? Did
the people expect any thanks or reward?
What would a modern day equivalent do
in their place? What would you do?

We follow Jesus’ example by showing
others kindness and compassion.

Scenarios

Say: Opportunities to be kind or show compassion present themselves
to us every day. How would you react in the following situations?
1. There has been an unusual amount of rain in your district. Some
houses in low-lying areas have been flooded. People have been evacuated to the homes of friends and family or to school buildings. What
can you do both as a group and as individuals when the crisis happens, and when the water has gone down?
2. At Christmastime your family gathers, and you always have a
good time. Talking to one of the other people in your class, you realize that they are going to be on their own at Christmas. Their mom
died a couple years ago, and their dad has to work. You want to ask
them home, but at the same time you enjoy having just your family
around. You don’t really know your classmate that well. A friend of
yours says that it isn’t really your business what the other classmate
is doing for Christmas since they aren’t your close friend. What should
you do?
3. You have elderly neighbors. You realize that they have a hard
time getting about. Previously their garden was always perfect; now
it has run wild. What can you do to show kindness to them? How can
you involve others in making sure that they are OK and have the
things that they need?
4. It is announced in church that one of the older members is in the
hospital. You remember them well from when you were younger.
They always had a kind word to say to you and occasionally gave you
special treats! You sigh and think, How sad, but that is life. Then you
wonder if there is something that you could do. What could you do?

Alternate
Prepare in advance by finding a church member who needs help, a
church cleanup project, or community project in which to involve your
class. Give your class some background on the person that you have chosen to serve. Divide into groups of three or four and brainstorm ways to
serve and a plan for the way you choose as a group. Choose a date and
time, perhaps even today, that you’ll get together and serve.

Debriefing
Ask: Are there any other ways that you can show kindness and compassion to those around? How do you feel when you do something
kind for someone else? What difference does it make to someone else
when they experience kindness and compassion? (Make the point that
we do not always know the reaction until long afterward.)

We follow Jesus’ example by showing others kindness and
compassion.
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SHARING THE LESSON

YOU NEED:

Building Up

building blocks
music (optional)

Allow students to report on any special
act of kindness they had done to help
someone during the past week.
Have a set of building blocks stacked in the shape of a wall at
the front of the room. Make it collapse.
Say: Let’s read again two of the verses we read earlier,
Matthew 25:35, 36. Then say: I would like you each to
think of a specific act of kindness and compassion that
you can do for someone. Think to yourself and pray quietly. You may want to play some meditative Christian music
for a couple of minutes.
Say: Now I would like you to come up, one person at a
time, and tell us what you plan to do this week. Take a
block, and begin to rebuild this wall. Give time and encouragement for each student to make a commitment and
help rebuild the wall.
Say: Let’s repeat our power text, Isaiah 58:10, together:

“And if you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry
and satisfy the needs of the oppressed, then your light
will rise in the darkness, and your night will become
like the noonday” (Isaiah 58:10).
We follow Jesus’ example by showing others
kindness and compassion.
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Closing
Prayer and closing comments:

Encourage your students to depend on Jesus, to
follow His example of kindness and compassion,
and to rebuild the walls of God’s love around the
people with whom they come in contact.

Reminder to parents:

Say: Check out the student Bible study guide
to find Parents’ Pages for your use in family
worship, or however you wish to use them to
spiritually guide your children. You may listen
to the podcast of the lesson online at www
.juniorpowerpoints.org/podcast.php?channel
=1.

Coming up next week:

Say: Paul teaches slaves to obey. We serve
God when we obey and help others.

Notes
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Student
lesson
Repairing Walls
Have you ever helped repair something?
Did it look OK when it was mended?
Isaiah says that we are repairers of a
wall when we show kindness to others.
Imagine this conversation between a father and his son in biblical times.

S

haphan and his father walked
toward the sheep pen one Friday
morning. “It’s a great morning to
be alive!” remarked Father. Shaphan
agreed.
Down the rocky path they trudged,
intent on the task before them. “Today
we will rebuild the west wall of the
sheep pen,” Father had announced at
breakfast. “There’s a fairly good-sized
place where the stones have been
knocked loose, and I want to get it
repaired before Sabbath.”
When they arrived at the pen,
Father turned to Shaphan. “Let’s
gather some more big rocks first,” he
said. “Then we’ll need to clean out this
rubble so we can repair it properly.”
Before long they had a new pile
of rocks and long branches from the
thornbushes beside the broken wall.
Pulling at a loose rock, Father said,
“This reminds me of what the prophet
Isaiah referred to when he spoke of
his people as the ‘Repairer of Broken
Walls’ [Isaiah 58:12].”
Shaphan’s family had come to believe in Jesus after listening to Peter,
and ever since then Father had been
poring over the Scriptures in a new
way. The whole family had enjoyed
hearing the prophecies about the
Savior, and talking about how they
had been fulfilled by Jesus.
While the sun climbed higher, they
talked about Isaiah’s words. “God
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wants us to treat others with kindness
and compassion, son. He wants us to
loose the chains of injustice, to set the
oppressed free, to share our food with
the hungry, and to provide clothing
and shelter for the poor” (see verses
6, 7).
“I understand what it means to
share our food, Father, but what does
‘loose the chains of injustice’ and ‘set
the oppressed free’ mean?”
“Think about Jesus, son. He came
to a world caught in the chains Satan
had wrapped around us. We were
trapped in sin—all kinds of hurtful
thinking and doing to ourselves and
others. But Jesus set us free. He died
for our sins, and He lives to restore us
back to what God made us to be.”
“That’s a lot to think about!” responded Shaphan, trying to take in all
that Father had just said.
“But we can loose chains of injustice, too,” Father added as he lifted
another heavy rock into place. “We
can help people by sharing our faith
in Jesus, and by making sure we treat
them kindly and with compassion.
Nothing we do should make life hard
or miserable for others.”
“OK,” Shaphan nodded, beginning
to understand. “But what about the
‘Repairer of Broken Walls’ part?”
Father smiled. “Look at this wall.
Why do we have it here?”
“It’s to keep the sheep safe,”
Shaphan answered without having to
think.
“Exactly.” His father responded with
a broad grin, tucking a thorn bush
around the last stone he had replaced.
“Everyone who lives within God’s
wall of protection is safe. God wants

us to love Him with all our hearts and
our neighbors as ourselves. When we
live that way, we are living within the
protective wall of His law. Jesus came
to repair our understanding of God’s
law of love and protection.”
“Now I can see what fixing a stone
wall has to do with being kind and
compassionate to others,” Shaphan
said.
Shaphan was still pondering the
importance of protective walls as he
pushed the last big stone into place.
They both looked at the sun. They
had finished in time to be ready for
Sabbath.
“You know,” Father said, “Jesus wants
us to follow His example. He asks us to
show kindness and compassion to everyone around us! When we share the
good news of what He has done for
us, we’re setting the oppressed free;
we’re helping rebuild the wall.”
“Our family already shares food,
clothing, and shelter with others. I
guess our ‘walls’ are in good repair,”
Shaphan said as he admired their
work.
“Well, the Scriptures also mention
such things as not mistreating others,
falsely accusing them, or saying cruel
things. Do you think maybe you might
have some repairing still to do before
sundown?” Father asked Shaphan.
“Oh, you mean with my sister?”
Shaphan hung his head a little.
“Exactly,” Father said.
Shaphan didn’t say anything, but
his smile clearly said that he was
ready to follow in the footsteps of the
true “Repairer of Broken Walls.”

KEY REFERENCES

 Isaiah 58:6-12
 Prophets and Kings , chap. 57, pp.
677, 678
 The Bible Story (1994), vol. 10, pp.
189-191
 Our Beliefs nos. 17, 14, 22

POWER TEXT

“And if you spend yourselves in behalf
of the hungry and satisfy the needs
of the oppressed, then your light will
rise in the darkness, and your night
will become like the noonday” (Isaiah
58:10).

POWER POINT

We follow Jesus’ example by showing
others kindness and compassion.

LEARN

READ

DO

WRITE

READ
FIND

SHARE
REVIEW
PRAY

PRAY
READ
READ

THINK

THINK
COMPARE
PLAN
REVIEW
PRAY

REVIEW
PRAY

READ
READ

SHOW

TALK
THANK
REVIEW
PRAY
SERVE
REVIEW
PRAY
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