YEAR D | QUARTER 2

8

Service

We serve by obeying and helping.

Choosing the Right Word

POWER TEXT

KEY REFERENCES

 John 1:1-5
 The Desire of Ages, chap. 29, p. 281
 Patriarchs and Prophets, chap. 2, pp.
44-51
 The Bible Story (1994), vol. 1, pp.
73-77; vol. 7, pp. 23-26
 student story on page 92 of this
guide
OUR BELIEFS

 No. 4, God the Son
 No. 6, Creation
 No. 1, The Word of God
OBJECTIVES

The students will:
 Know that Jesus is our Creator as
well as our Savior.
 Feel grateful to Jesus for the gift
of life.
 Respond by choosing life
instead of death, and light instead of
darkness.
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The Bible Lesson at a Glance
RPOIN
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T

“In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was
God. . . . In him was life, and that life was
the light of all mankind” (John 1:1, 4).

The light of
Jesus’ love
inspires our
service.

John gives us three comparisons in this passage: God is
Word, God is life, and God is light. Each of these pictures
reveals something special about the nature and character of
God and especially His grace to us.

This is a lesson about service.

Jesus Christ is the embodiment of light and life, the Creator
through whom all things were made. As One who was equal
with God, He alone was uniquely qualified to bring to mankind the message about what God was really like, and to
offer Himself as a substitute for His fallen creatures.

Teacher Enrichment

“The key term of this Gospel is ‘Word,’ Gr. Logos (John 1:1),
which, however, is used in its technical sense only in the
introductory chapter. . . . John refers again and again to
the fact that Jesus came as the living expression of the
mind, will, and character of the Father. . . . He presents
the Saviour of mankind as the Creator of all things, the
Source of light and life” (The Seventh-day Adventist Bible
Commentary, vol. 5, pp. 893, 894).
“The Word was, throughout all eternity; He never became
such. But, in time, the Word ‘was made . . . flesh’ (John
1:14). Thus, Christ has ever been God . . . ; but, in contrast,
He became man. . . . Thus, both in the words and in their
form, John stresses the continuous, timeless, unlimited existence of Christ prior to His incarnation” (ibid., p. 896).
What are some ways in which I can be a living expression of
God’s character? How can I be a light to those around me?

Welcome

Welcome students at the door and
direct them to their seats. Ask them
how their week has been. Encourage
learners to study their Sabbath School
lesson regularly, and debrief students
on the previous lesson to help them
see the chronological continuity of

the Bible stories from one week to another. Then ask students to share a few
things they learned from the current
lesson prior to Sabbath School.
Ask: What was the most interesting
part of the Bible story? What activity did you find the most helpful?

Invite students to share their experiences and/or the handiworks they
created for Sabbath School during the
week.

»

Have students begin the
readiness activity of your choice.

Program notes
LESSON SEC TION

Welcome

1
*

2
3
4
*

Readiness

MINUTES

AC TIVITIES

Ongoing

Greet students at door.
Ask about their week.

MATERIALS NEEDED

10-15

A. Word Association (p. 86)

board and marker

B. Message Charades (p. 86)

message slips, basket

Prayer
and Praise

15-20

(p. 87)

songbooks, world map, pushpins, offering plate/basket

Bible
Lesson

15-20

Introducing the Bible Story (p. 88)

Bibles, candle OR small flashlight, matches

Experiencing the Story (p. 88)

Bibles, candles OR small flashlights, matches

Exploring the Bible (p. 89)

Bibles, paper, markers, other art supplies such as glue,
colored tissue paper, cotton balls, beans, sand, wooden
craft sticks, colored chenille sticks, etc.

Applying
the Lesson

10-15

Scenario (p. 89)

Sharing
the Lesson

10-15

Source of Light (p. 90)

Closing

8½" x 11" white paper, 4" x 7" black construction paper,
pencils, scissors, glue

Prayer (p. 90)
Reminder to Parents (p. 90)
Next Week’s Lesson (p. 90)

85

LESSON 8

1

READINESS ACTIVITIES

Select the activity or activities that are most appropriate for your situation.

A
Word Association

YOU NEED:

board and marker

Tell the class you are going to play a word association game.
You will call out a word—(1) light, and (2) life—and they are
to respond with the first thing that pops into their minds.
They will raise their hands, and you will call on them to
share their answers. Write their responses where all can see.

Debriefing
Comment on the answers you received. Did anyone respond
with an opposite (“dark” for “light” and “death” for “life”)?
If yes, ask questions 1 through 6. If no, ask questions 3
through 6.
1. Why do we sometimes think in terms of opposites?
2. How does knowing the opposite of something help
you better understand what’s being described?
3. What does it tell you about something if it is described as “life” and “light”?
4. Does that make you more or less attracted to it?
5. What if you knew that two ways of describing the
same thing were “death” and “darkness”?
6. How would you like to know more about that thing?
Play word association one more time, this time with
“word.”

Debriefing
Ask: What is the purpose of words? (To share information;
to communicate.) How could we use our words and our
actions to serve others as we reflect His love? Let’s say
together our power text, John 1:1, 4:

”In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God. . . . In him was life,
and that life was the light of all mankind” (John 1:1,
4).
This passage described Someone as light, life, and
word. Who is this passage talking about? (Jesus).
Today we are learning that

The light of Jesus’ love inspires our service.
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B

YOU NEED:

Message Charades

message slips
basket

Divide the class into pairs. If you have
an uneven number, form a group of three. Write messages
on slips of paper and drop them into a basket. Let each pair
draw one of the slips from the basket. Their task is to act
out the message without speaking while the others in class
guess what the message is. Give them a few minutes to plan
their charade before presenting it for the class.
Suggested messages:
You help your mom carry the groceries inside the house.
You help your little brother with his homework.
You help doing the dishes in the kitchen.
You sweep the floor.
You help your friend weed out the vegetable garden.

Debriefing
Ask: What made a message easy to act out or to guess?
What made a message difficult? Would it have been
easier if you could have used words? Read John 1:1. What
is the Word in this text? (Jesus) As the Word, Jesus came
to earth to bring a message. Do you have any idea what
that message was? By living the life of a humble servant
Jesus showed us the Father’s self-sacrificing love for
fallen humanity. Let’s say our power text, John 1:1, 4:

”In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God. . . . In him was life,
and that life was the light of all mankind” (John 1:1,
4).
This week we are learning that

The light of Jesus’ love inspires our service.

*

Prayer
and Praise

Fellowship

Notes

Allow students to report things that they are pleased
or troubled about. Acknowledge any birthdays, special
events, or achievements. Give a special, warm greeting to
all visitors. (Get contact information from the adult who
brought him/her to church. Early in the following week,
send a postcard or e-mail letting that child know how
much you enjoyed having him/her in your class and that
you would like to see him/her again.)

Suggested Songs

“Now Let Us Sing” (He Is Our Song, no. 11)
“Heavenly Father” (He Is Our Song, no. 34)
“Jesus, Name Above All Names” (He Is Our Song, no. 54)
“All Through the Day” (He Is Our Song, no. 77)

Mission

YOU NEED:

Offering

YOU NEED:

world map
Use Adventist Mission for Youth and
Adults (go to www.juniorpower
pushpins
points.org and click on MISSION) or
another mission report available to you. For the mission
story, have a map of the world where the students can
identify the location of the mission story and compare
it to where they are. You could use pushpins to mark
where the mission story takes place.

Remind students that their offerings
help to bring light and life to people
who may be living in darkness.

offering plate/basket

Prayer

Ask your students to think of someone who needs
to know that Jesus brings a message of life and light.
Provide a minute in which your students can pray silently
for those people. Close by asking God to give your class a
new appreciation for a God who not only created us, but
came to show us the way to life and light. Offer prayer
also for the students’ joys and sorrows, for the birthday
and other special event celebrants, as well as for the visitors.

87

LESSON 8

2

BIBLE LESSON
YOU NEED:

Introducing the Bible Story

Bibles
candle OR small
flashlight
matches

If possible, take your students to a totally dark room within the church, or
darken your room by turning off the
lights, closing the blinds, etc. (Alternate:
ask the students to close their eyes and leave them closed.)
Ask them to sit in a circle. When everyone is settled in the
darkness, ask: How would you feel about living your
entire life in darkness? What kind of life would you be
able to lead if you and everyone else around you lived in
darkness? (If someone points out that many blind people
live in darkness and do well, emphasize what it would be
like if everyone lived in darkness, or no one had sight.) Is life
even possible in darkness?
Light the candle and read Genesis 1:1-3. Ask: What kind
of difference does even a little light make in a totally
dark place?

YOU NEED:

Experiencing the Story

Bibles
candles OR small
flashlights
matches

Distribute a candle and a Bible to each
student in class. Designate a volunteer to
read John 1:1-5 out loud. Invite all the students to light their candles when the verses have been read.
Discuss this passage by asking the following questions:
Both this passage and Genesis 1:1 start out the same way:
“In the beginning.” Why do you think John chose to start his
Gospel that way? (He wants to establish that the Word was also
the Creator.) Who is the Word in John 1:1? (Jesus. Refer to John
1:14 again if necessary.) Whom is it talking about when it says,
“Through him all things were made; without him nothing
was made that has been made”? (Jesus) Read Genesis 2:7. Who
was the giver of life in the beginning? (Jesus) Read John 3:16.
Who is the giver of eternal life?

Debriefing
Ask: How is our room different now from what it was like
when we started reading? What would have happened if
one or all of you had refused to light your candle or turn
on your light? How can we reflect the light of God’s love
in our daily lives? What are some examples of unselfish
service that help those who live in darkness see the light
of God’s love? What will you do to show someone who
needs your help that God is love? Let’s say our power
point:

The light of Jesus’ love inspires our service.
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3

A P P LY I N G T H E L E S S O N

YOU NEED:

Exploring the Bible

Bibles
paper
markers
other art supplies such
as glue, colored tissue
paper, cotton balls,
beans, sand, wooden
craft sticks, colored
chenille sticks, etc.

Divide students into small groups or
allow them to work individually, depending on the size of your group.
Assign each group one of the following
texts. Each group is to illustrate the role
of light and/or the way God uses light
to reveal Himself in the passage. Bring
the students back together in time for
each group to share its texts and illustrations with the class.
Genesis 1:2-4 (Creation)
Exodus 10:21-23 (Plague of darkness)
Exodus 13:20-22 (Pillar of cloud and fire)
Exodus 37:17-24 (Lampstand for tabernacle)
Job 18:5, 6 and Proverbs 13:9 (Light symbolizes life)
Psalm 27:1 (Lord is light and salvation)
Psalm 18:28 (Lord keeps lamp burning, turns darkness
into light)
Psalm 36:9 (Fountain of life; in your light we see light)
Psalm 119:105 (Word is a lamp to my feet, light to my
path)
Isaiah 10:17 (Light of Israel becomes a fire)
Isaiah 60:1-3 (Light has come; glory of the Lord rise; nations come to the light)
Matthew 5:14-16 (You are the light of the world; let your
light shine)
Romans 13:12 (Night is almost over; put on the armor of
light)
Philippians 2:15 (Shine like stars in the universe)
Revelation 21:1, 2, 23, 25 (New Jerusalem has no need
for sun or moon; there is no night)

Scenario

Read to your students the following scenario: Matthew has
an older brother, Eric, who has started doing some things
their parents don’t know about. Eric has started sneaking out of the house late at night to meet his friends and
Matthew is pretty sure his brother is experimenting with
drugs. Eric is encouraging Matthew to come with him,
telling him there’s nothing wrong with having a little fun
at night. What advice would you give Eric?

Debriefing
Ask: How do Eric’s bad choices represent darkness? Why
does Jesus care about Eric’s actions?
How can Matthew encourage his brother to make positive choices that help him live in the light of God’s presence? How can Matthew help his brother understand
that God cares for him and wants to offer him a life of
freedom from addictions? How can Matthew’s positive
advice communicate to Eric the message that Jesus is life
and light?

The light of Jesus’ love inspires our service.
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LESSON 8

4

*

SHARING THE LESSON

YOU NEED:

Source of Light

8½" x 11" white paper
4" x 7" black construction paper
pencils
scissors
glue

Invite students to share what acts of
kindness they did to share with someone the light of God’s love. Ask: What
did you do last week to show someone that Jesus is love? Whom did you
serve? Did you have a chance to tell
someone of Jesus’ love and His life of self-sacrificial service?
Give each student a sheet of 8½" x 11" white paper, and a
sheet of 4" x 7" black construction paper (precut), as well as
pencils, scissors and glue.
In the middle of the sheet of black construction paper, students are to trace in pencil the shape of something that will
remind them that Jesus is the Creator and the Messenger of
life and light (a cross, a candle, a flower, the sun, etc.). Next
they will cut out the shape that they have drawn and remove
the middle section that was cut out. The students will then
paste the white sheet of paper on top of the black sheet
of paper (which has the hole in the shape of the cut-out).
Their finished product will feature a symbol of light against
the dark contrast of the black background. At the end, ask
students to distribute their crafts to people with whom they
want to share the message that Jesus is the source of light
and life.

Debriefing
Why did you choose the shape you did? What do you
think was the purpose of this activity? How does the
symbol of light that you have illustrated remind you that
Jesus can bring light into our lives no matter how dark
our circumstances? Say: Jesus is our best source of hope
and joy and we can always go to Him, with the assurance
that He provides for all our needs. Let’s share this hopefilled message with someone who needs to hear it.

The light of Jesus’ love inspires our service.
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Closing
Prayer and closing comments:

Pray that your students will realize that through
Jesus we are free to choose a life of service that
reflects the light of His love to those around us.
Thank God for the gift of Jesus and the message
of light and life He brought to the world.

Reminder to parents:

Say: Check out the student Bible study guide
to find Parents’ Pages for your use in family
worship, or however you wish to use them to
spiritually guide your children. You may listen
to the podcast of the lesson online at www
.juniorpowerpoints.org/podcast.php?channel
=1.

Coming up next week:

Say: John is exiled to Patmos. We worship God
when we listen to His voice through Bible
study and prayer.

Notes
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LESSON 8

Student
lesson
Choosing the Right Word
Have you ever been in a totally dark
place, perhaps deep in a cave or in a
dark room? Is that someplace you’d
want to spend a lot of time? How can
your life of service shine brightly to the
people around you?

J

ohn sat at his simple wooden
desk, a clean piece of parchment
on the crude surface before
him. The eastern sky was beginning
to lighten. In just a few minutes he
would no longer need the lamp that
flickered bravely beside him.
At his age he didn’t always sleep
well anymore, so he was often up
before the sun. He liked this time of
day best, the time when the first rays
of morning chased the night across
the sky. He reveled in the promise of
life that began each new day. In his
younger days it had meant the end
of work for the day, for fishing on the
Sea of Galilee was best done at night.
But then he had met Jesus, and his
life had changed, as dramatically as
daylight scatters the dark shadows of
the night.
John dipped his reed into the ink
and held it poised over the parchment. He had been thinking about
this for a long time. The others who
had known Jesus personally were all
gone now; John was the only one left.
If he didn’t write down what he had
personally seen and heard and felt,
it might soon be lost forever. It was
important that he choose exactly the
right words to express what he meant.
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After all, the people for whom he
was writing had never met Jesus, had
never walked with Him and talked
with Him as John had. How could he
make them understand exactly who
Jesus was and why He had come to
live as a humble servant to save humanity?
Where would he start? John dipped
the reed into the ink again and started
to write across the parchment. “In the
beginning” . . . well, God had been
there in the person of Jesus, who
had made everything with His word.
His word was so powerful that all He
had to do was speak and it came into
being.
John set down his reed pen and
stroked his long white beard. Yes,
Jesus had created the world and all
the life in it with just the power of His
voice.
The words he, John, had heard
Jesus speak were words of life and
love. In fact, He had said He had
come to reveal His Father, to make
His Father known to the world. It was
through His life of self-sacrificial service that Jesus revealed the Father to
fallen humanity.
That was it! His words were a message of love and of life. God was
love from the beginning, and Jesus
came to earth to deliver that message through His life of disinterested
service. It was that same love that
formed the world, that gave life to
the world, and that was born into the
world to die in our place so that He

may give back to us the life that Satan
had taken away.
That message was light. It was as
fresh and glorious as the sun peering over the horizon every morning.
It was as delightful and hopeful as
each new plant pushing its way up
from the dark soil into the warm light
above. That light brought life.
No wonder I was so eager to leave
fishing at night to follow Jesus, mused
John. It was trading a life in darkness
for a life of joyful service in the light of
Jesus’ presence.
The thoughts were clearer now.
Once more John dipped the reed
pen and looked at what he had already written. “In the beginning” . . .
of course! “was the Word.” The Word
that created life, became incarnate in
Jesus, and was manifested through
His life of self-sacrificial service. “And
the Word was with God, and the Word
was God,” John continued to write,
more quickly now. “He was with God in
the beginning. Through him all things
were made; without him nothing was
made that has been made. In him was
life, and that life was the light of all
mankind” (John 1:1-4).
The thoughts were coming
faster than the reed could keep up.
Someone listening would have heard
the sound of scratching across the
parchment interrupted only by brief
pauses to dip for ink. And one quick
breath to blow out the lamp that was
no longer needed, for by now the
light had come.

KEY REFERENCES

 John 1:1-5
 The Desire of Ages, chap. 29, p. 281
 Patriarchs and Prophets, chap. 2, pp.
44-51
 The Bible Story (1994), vol. 1, pp. 7377; vol. 7, pp. 23-26
 Our Beliefs nos. 4, 6, 1

POWER TEXT

“In the beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. . . . In him was life, and that
life was the light of all mankind” (John
1:1, 4).

POWER POINT

The light of Jesus’ love inspires our
service.

LEARN

READ

DO

THINK

READ

WRITE

THINK
LEARN
PRAY

REVIEW
PRAY

READ
READ

REFLECT

WRITE
SERVE
REVIEW
PRAY

WRITE
  SHARE
  PRAY

  READ
THINK
ASK
SHARE
REVIEW

READ
SHARE
COMPARE

THINK

PRAY

REVIEW
PRAY
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