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Worship

We worship God with our lives.

The Emerald Throne
The Bible Lesson at a Glance

POWER TEXT

KEY REFERENCES

 Revelation 4; 5
 The Great Controversy, chaps. 25, 26,
pp. 436-438, 452
 The Bible Story (1994), vol. 10, pp.
180-183
 student story on page 132 of this
guide
OUR BELIEFS

 No. 28, The New Earth
 No. 6, Creation
 No. 4, God the Son
OBJECTIVES

The students will:
 Know that all creatures in the
universe worship God the Father and
God the Son.
 Feel a sense of joy and reverence
in the presence of God.
 Respond by worshipping Jesus
for creating them and saving them.
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He created us

This is a lesson about grace in action.

PO

Jesus because

John sees a vision of the throne room of heaven surrounded by a rainbow. All the hosts of heaven are worshipping Jesus for being the Creator of all things. In
chapter 5, Jesus Christ is again the center of praise. Jesus
is now portrayed as a Lamb that has been slain. He alone
is worthy to open the book because He was slain and has
redeemed us by His blood. All creation is pictured as bowing down in worship to Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God.

RPOIN
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“You are worthy, our Lord and God, to
receive glory and honor and power, for
you created all things, and by your will
they were created and have their being”
(Revelation 4:11).

We worship

and saves us.

Jesus is the focus of all worship, honor, and praise in heaven.
Not only has He created us, but He has also paid the ultimate price and redeemed us. We should count it a privilege
to join with heaven in worshiping and praising Him.

Teacher Enrichment

“Oh, that all could behold our precious Savior as He is, a
Savior. Let His hand draw aside the veil which conceals His
glory from our eyes. It shows Him in His high and holy place.
What do we see? Our Savior, not in a position of silence and
inactivity. He is surrounded with heavenly intelligences,
cherubim, and seraphim, ten thousand times ten thousand
of angels. All these heavenly beings have one object above
all others, in which they are intensely interested—His church
in a world of corruption. All these armies are in the service
of the Prince of heaven, exalting the Lamb of God, who taketh away the sins of the world. They are working for Christ
under His commission, to save to the uttermost all who look
to Him and believe in Him” (The Seventh-Day Adventist Bible
Commentary, Ellen G. White Comments, vol. 7, p. 967).
Do I stop and reflect on the wonder of a Savior who not only
lovingly created me but also redeemed me? Do I join my voice
in worship and praise with the angels around the throne?

Welcome

Welcome students at the door and
direct them to their seats. Ask them
how their week has been. Encourage
learners to study their Sabbath School
lesson regularly, and debrief students
on the previous lesson to help them
see the chronological continuity of

Invite students to share their experiences and/or the handiworks they
created for Sabbath School during the
week.

the Bible stories from one week to another. Then ask students to share a few
things they learned from the current
lesson prior to Sabbath School.
Ask: What was the most interesting
part of the Bible story? What activity did you find the most helpful?

Have students begin the
readiness activity of your choice.

Program notes
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Readiness

MINUTES

AC TIVITIES

Ongoing

Greet students at door.
Ask about their week

10-15

A. Rock Pets (p. 126)

Bibles, rocks, art supplies

B. Safe Haven (p. 126)

Bibles, two large sheets of newspaper/garbage bags

»

MATERIALS NEEDED



Prayer
and Praise

15-20

(p. 127)

Bible
Lesson

15-20

Introducing the Bible Story (p. 128)

songbooks, world map, pushpins, heart-shaped offering
box OR box with eyes, mouth, ears, hands, feet (things
with which we worship God)

Experiencing the Story (p. 128)

Bibles, He Is Our Song

Exploring the Bible (p. 129)

Bibles, board, marker

Applying
the Lesson

10-15

Creating Me (p. 129)

paper, pens/pencils

Sharing
the Lesson

10-15

Praise (p. 130)

Bibles, He Is Our Song

Closing

Prayer (p. 130)
Reminder to Parents (p. 130)
Next Week’s Lesson (p. 130)
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LESSON 12

1

READINESS ACTIVITIES

Select the activity or activities that are most appropriate for your situation.

A

YOU NEED:

Rock Pets

Bibles
small rock for each
student
art supplies

Select and bring to class a number of
rocks, enough for each student.
Say: I’d like you to pick a rock and,
using the art materials, give it a face and dress it. You
might like to give it a name as well. (Instead of rocks you
could use any materials you have available.)

B
Safe Haven

YOU NEED:

Bibles
two sheets of newspaper/garbage bags

Divide the students into two groups.
Give each group one large sheet of
newspaper/garbage bag and explain that the floor is sinking
sand. They have 60 seconds to get the whole group onto
the newspaper/garbage bag. If any part of the group is on
the floor they will be swallowed up by the sinking sand.

Debriefing

Debriefing

Ask the students to show their rock pets and describe what
they are like. Ask: Could you now make your pet run around
the room by itself. Why can’t you do that? Who is the only
one who can create and give life? Let’s say together the
power text, Revelation 4:11:

Ask: How difficult was it for all to fit on the newspaper/
garbage bag? What did you have to do to ensure that everyone fit on? Heaven is like a safe haven. Do you think
that we will have to press together and struggle to find
room? What makes the difference? Jesus is eagerly waiting to take you, His beloved creation, home with Him. He
made us, and He saves us. Let’s say together our power
text, Revelation 4:11:

”You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory
and honor and power, for you created all things, and
by your will they were created and have their being”
(Revelation 4:11).
Say: Let’s remember that

us.

We worship Jesus because He created us and saves

”You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory
and honor and power, for you created all things, and
by your will they were created and have their being”
(Revelation 4:11).
Say: Let’s remember that

us.
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We worship Jesus because He created us and saves
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Prayer
and Praise

Fellowship

Notes

Allow students to report things that they are pleased
or troubled about. Acknowledge any birthdays, special events, or achievements. Give a special, warm
greeting to all visitors. (Get contact information from
the adult who brought him/her to church. Early in
the following week, send a postcard or e-mail letting
that child know how much you enjoyed having him/
her in your class and that you would like to see him/
her again.)

Suggested Songs

“Make a Joyful Noise” (He Is Our Song, no. 1)
“Oh, Magnify the Lord” (He Is Our Song, no. 12)
“Worthy of Praise” (He Is Our Song, no. 24)
“Lord, I Lift Your Name on High” (Praise Time, no. 71)

Mission

YOU NEED:

Offering

YOU NEED:

Prayer

YOU NEED:

world map
Use Adventist Mission for Youth
and Adults (go to www.junior
pushpins
powerpoints.org and click on
MISSION) or another mission report available to you.
For the mission story, have a map of the world where
the students can identify the location of the mission
story and compare it to where they are. You could
use pushpins to mark where the mission story takes
place.

heart-shaped offering
Continue to use the offering debox
vice mentioned three weeks ago.
Say: Jesus gave the ultimate
offering for us—He gave His life. We show our
love to Jesus by expressing our thanks and praise
as well as by giving an offering to support His
church worldwide.

He Is Our Song songBefore you begin praying have
books
everyone sing “Come Into His
Presence” (no. 2, first verse). After
the prayer, sing the second verse (“Praise the Lord
together”). Each week take one thing (i.e. something
from nature) and focus on how we can praise God
for the many wonders of creation. Offer prayer also
for the students’ joys and sorrows, for the birthday
and other special event celebrants, as well as for the
visitors.
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LESSON 12

2

BIBLE LESSON

YOU NEED:

Introducing the Bible Story

Ask: Have you ever seen the end of a rainbow or seen
one that you thought was particularly beautiful?
Usually there are one or two colors that stand out.
Say: John saw a vision of heaven, and one of the
first things he saw was a throne surrounded by a rainbox that shone like emerald. When he saw it he was
amazed and he praised Jesus. Let’s discover what else
he saw.

Experiencing the Story

Bibles
He Is Our Song

Have everyone read together
Revelation 4 and 5 responsively. Then
sing “Thou Art Worthy (Revelation 4:11)” (He Is Our Song, no.
49).
Ask: What kind of images of God do these chapters
offer? Is it any different or the same as you’ve had before? Is the description of what goes on around God like
anything you’ve ever heard before? Let’s say together the
power text, Revelation 4:11

”You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory
and honor and power, for you created all things, and
by your will they were created and have their being”
(Revelation 4:11).
Say: Remember that

us.
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A P P LY I N G T H E L E S S O N

YOU NEED:

Exploring the Bible

Bibles

board and marker
Say: The living creatures, the 24 elders,
the angels, and all that live in the
earth offer praise to God. Let’s look at some other songs
of praise in the Bible. The book of Psalms is full of praise
songs, but we are going to look at some of the others.
Divide the students into five groups to find the answers to
these questions. You may want to write the questions and references on the board.
1. Later in Revelation the people who have been saved
praise God. Why do they praise Him? Revelation 7:10, 12; 15:3,
4; 19:6-8.
2. Moses and Miriam led the people of Israel in a song of
praise when they had been saved from the Egyptians. What
was the theme of their praise? Exodus 15.
3. What was the theme of the song Deborah sang when
Israel was freed from Sisera? Judges 5.
4. What were the themes of David’s song when the Lord
saved him from Saul? 2 Samuel 22.
5. What themes did Jesus’ mother Mary take up in her song?
Luke 1:46-55.
Ask: What are the consistent themes throughout all
these songs?
Say: Remember:

us.

Creating Me

YOU NEED:

paper

Provide each student a paper and pen
pen/pencil
or pencil. Ask them to list the things
that God created them to be. For example:
Jesus created me _____________
Jesus created me with _________ hair.
Jesus created me with _________ eyes.
Jesus created me with _________ talent . . . etc.
Ask students to divide into pairs and share the things they
wrote on their papers.
Ask: How do you feel knowing that you were specially
designed and created by Jesus? When you think of how
lovingly you were planned, what difference does it make
in how you might worship and praise your Creator?

us.

We worship Jesus because He created us and saves

We worship Jesus because He created us and saves

Accommodation for students with special needs
Have students with certain learning disabilities and those
with visual impairments sit close to the board for this activity. Alternatively, prepare in advance for these students a
handout with the list of Bible references and questions.
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*

SHARING THE LESSON
YOU NEED:

Praise

Bibles
He Is Our Song no. 153

Allow students to talk about any opportinities they may have had during
the past week to share with someone their praises to God
for His care, protection, and leading in their lives. Ask: Was
your friend encouraged by your attitude of praise and
gratitude to God for what He has done in your life? How
did they respond? Why do you think it is important to
express feelings of thankfulness for the things that God
is doing in our lives?
Say: The Bible’s songbook is the book of Psalms. Psalms
are often built up of statements or questions and answers. Let’s see if we can create our own song of praise
to God. I will make a statement and then anyone can
suggest a response. Then everyone will say “I Praise the
Lord.”
Leader:
When I lift up my eyes
Anyone:		
All:
I Praise the Lord.
Leader:
When I listen to
Anyone:		
All:
I Praise the Lord.
Leader:
When I use my hands
Anyone:		
All:
I Praise the Lord.
Leader:
When I use my mouth
Anyone:		
All:
I Praise the Lord.
You may add or repeat lines to give everyone a chance to
respond.
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Closing
Prayer and closing comments:

Say: We have two reasons to worship and
praise God. First He made us and then He
saved us when we sinned. God is truly a wonderful God. Let’s close by standing in a circle
and singing as our prayer “God Is So Good”
(He Is Our Song, no. 33).

Reminder to parents:

Say: Check out the student Bible study guide
to find Parents’ Pages for your use in family
worship, or however you wish to use them to
spiritually guide your children. You may listen
to the podcast of the lesson online at www
.juniorpowerpoints.org/podcast.php?channel
=1.

Coming up next week:

Say: Jesus always loves us. Nothing can separate us from His love.

Notes
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LESSON 12

Student
lesson
The Emerald Throne
Close your eyes and picture the most
beautiful rainbow you have ever seen.
Keep that picture in your mind as you
read what happened to John as the Holy
Spirit took him through the open door
into heaven.

A

fter John heard the messages
for the seven churches, his
heart and mind were full of
praise for God. As he looked around he
saw an open door in heaven. Then he
heard a voice calling him, “Come up
here, and I will show you what must
take place after this” (Revelation 4:1).
The first thing John saw was a
beautiful throne. An emerald rainbow
surrounded the throne. The One sitting
on the throne was surrounded with
light and glory. Around the central
throne were 24 other thrones, each
one more magnificent than anything
on earth. John saw 24 elders seated
on the thrones, dressed in pure white
clothes and wearing crowns of gold.
Coming from the central throne
were flashes of lightning and rumblings
of thunder. In front of the throne were
the seven lamps he had seen before,
their flames burning brightly. John’s
heart was filled to overflowing with
praise as He worshipped God. In front of
the lamps was a crystal-clear sea, like a
sea made of glass.
John could hardly take it all in. As
he looked around, his eyes were drawn
back to the throne, where he saw four
creatures like no creature he had ever
seen or heard about on earth. The first
creature was like a lion, the second like
an ox, the third had the face of a man,
and the fourth was like a flying eagle.
But each had six wings and was covered
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with eyes. These creatures were constantly praising God, saying:
“Holy, holy, holy
is the Lord God Almighty,
who was, and is and is to come”
(verse 8).
All these strange and wonderful
creatures praised the One sitting on
the throne. And the 24 elders knelt
down and put their crowns down at
His feet. Together they said:
“You are worthy, our Lord and God
to receive glory and honor and power,
for you created all things,
and by your will they were created and
have their being” (verse 11).
John continued to look. As he
looked he saw a scroll in the right hand
of the One sitting on the throne. It
was an unusual scroll with writing on
both sides. It was sealed with seven
seals. John knew that this scroll was
extremely important.
When he saw the seven seals he
wondered if there were seven more
messages. While he was wondering an
angel asked in a loud voice: “Who is
worthy to break the seals and open the
scroll?” (Revelation 5:2). No one came
forward. No one could open the scroll.
John started to weep. He desperately wanted someone to be able to
open it.
Then one of the elders came to
John and said, “Do not weep! See, the
Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root
of David, has triumphed. He is able
to open the scroll and its seven seals”
(verse 5).
John felt a surge of hope as he
looked again. Then John saw a Lamb, in
the middle of the throne, who looked as
if it had been sacrificed. The Lamb came

and took the scroll. When the 24 elders
and the four creatures saw the Lamb
taking the scroll, they fell down and
worshiped Him. Each elder had a harp
and sang a new song:
“You are worthy to take the scroll
and to open its seals,
because you were slain,
and with your blood you purchased
for God persons
from every tribe and language
and people and nation.
You have made them to be
a kingdom and priests
to serve our God,
and they will reign on the earth”
(verses 9, 10).
This song filled John with joy and
hope and made him want to praise
Jesus the Creator and One who had
died for his sins. Then John saw and
heard thousands and thousands of
angels surrounding the throne. Each
one felt just as he did. They too were
praising God and saying:
“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain,
to receive power and wealth and
wisdom and strength
and honor and glory and praise!”
(verse 12).
Just when John thought that his
heart would burst with joy and praise
and worship for God, he heard another
anthem of praise. This anthem came
from all created beings:
“To him who sits on the throne
and to the Lamb be praise
and honor and glory and power,
for ever and ever!”
(verse 13).

The four creatures responded
and said, “Amen,” while the elders
bowed down and worshiped Jesus.

KEY REFERENCES

 Revelation 4; 5
 The Great Controversy, chaps. 25, 26,
pp. 436-438, 452
 The Bible Story (1994), vol. 10, pp.
180-183
 Our Beliefs nos. 28, 6, 4.

POWER TEXT

“You are worthy, our Lord and God, to
receive glory and honor and power,
for you created all things, and by your
will they were created and have their
being” (Revelation 4:11).

POWER POINT

We worship Jesus because He created
us and saves us.

LEARN

READ

DO

THINK

READ

REVIEW
SHARE

MAKE
PRAY
LEARN
PRAY

READ

READ
THINK

REVIEW
PRAY

REVIEW
PRAY
READ
SAY
READ

IMAGINE

COMPARE
WRITE

PRAY

REVIEW
PRAY
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