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At Home in My Church
Key References: Acts 4:32-37; The Acts of the Apostles, chap. 7, pp. 70, 71; The Bible Story (1994), vol. 10,
pp. 26-30; Our Beliefs nos. 14, 12, 17.

11/28/19 9:30 AM

Do you like organizing things and people? It’s a gift to be
able to do that. The disciples had their hands full after
Pentecost, with people losing homes and jobs because
of their faith. But they pulled together, and everyone
had food, clothing, and a place to live. Try to picture the
interactions within the fellowship of believers.
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“Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people,
especially to those who belong to the family of believers” (Galatians
6:10).
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LEARN Begin
learning the
power text.
DO Do the activity on page 18.

Our church is a
family of believers
who take care of
one another.

A

fter Pentecost the number of believers continued to grow. Everyone was in awe of the miracles that the disciples performed. They
listened eagerly to their teaching. They spent hours together praying,
praising, and studying. Since they were together most of the day, they
shared their meals in one another’s homes. Those who were able sold
their possessions and gave to people in need. For a while even nonbelievers were excited about the changes made in their friends and
family members. The believers were a loving group of people.
Yet, the priests, elders, and other religious leaders began to persecute the believers. Following Christ was becoming more difficult. The
disciples decided it was time to do something.
“Peter, we’ve got a problem,” one of the disciples said when they
met for their daily planning time. “Many of the new believers are
being thrown out of their homes by their families, and they have no
place to go.”
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Sunday

READ Read Acts 4:32 and this week’s story, “At Home
in My Church.”
LEARN Begin memorizing the power text.
PRAY Thank God for His church.

Monday

Read Acts 4:33.
  LIST List things people in your church could share.
SHARE Begin putting change in a bank at home just for
helping other Christians.
REVIEW Review the power text.
PRAY Pray for wisdom to support others in your church.

Tuesday

1

Read Acts 4:34, 35.
THINK Would sharing make your church stronger?
DO What are things you could offer to someone else?
REVIEW Review the power text.
PRAY Ask God to show you what He wants you to share
with others in your church family.

READ

READ

“That’s right,” John added. “Some of
the men have lost their jobs. So they
cannot provide for their families.”
“We have to find some way to help
them,” Peter said.
“Why don’t we put out a general
announcement?” Matthias suggested.
“We can have everyone contribute what
they can to help those who don’t have
food, clothing, or a place to stay.”
“Will some of you organize this right
away?” Peter asked. “We’ll need a list of
what is turned in so we know what we
have to distribute.”
In just a few days the disciples made
contacts with other believers. They had
plenty of things for people, but now
they needed help distributing them. So
they invited the believers to contribute to the distribution of the supplies.
Within a short time the volunteers were
ready to start working. Some were willing to help because they wanted to work
in return for the food and shelter they
would be given. Others helped because
they loved God and His people.

Soon those who were struggling
to provide for their families received
from the followers of Christ what they
needed: food, shelter, clothing. With
these needs taken care of, the new
believers were free to share the good
news of the gospel with others.
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Some of the believers had sold
property and donated the money to
the community of believers. Several
others were also planning to contribute
in the same way. One man, Barnabas,
from another country, sold his land and
journeyed to Jerusalem to give the
money he received for it to the apostles.
“I now see why Jesus commanded us
to care about our neighbors as much as
we care about ourselves,” Matthew said.

The apostles and the other
believers were happy and grateful for
the outpouring of love. It made them
want to love and serve God—and one
another—even more. The description
of the early Christian church recorded
by Luke in the book of Acts serves as an
example of authentic Christianity for us
who live in the present age:
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Wednesday

Read Acts 4:36, 37.
LIST In your Bible study journal* list material and nonmaterial things that you can share with others.
SHARE Make it your goal to daily share kindness with
someone (be it just smiles and caring words).
REVIEW Review the power text.
PRAY Pray for other Christians around the world who
are sharing what God has given them.

Thursday

Read Acts 2:44.
THINK What did Barnabas give the church in addition
to the money from selling the field?
SHARE Write a note or make a card that you can give to
someone on Sabbath morning.
REVIEW Review the power text.
PRAY Pray for your Sabbath School teacher.

Friday

1

Read Acts 2:45.
LIST In your Bible study journal* write things you can
do to actively support your church family.
SAY Repeat the power text by memory.
SHARE Have your family members share various needs
that church members may have, as well as ways in
which they could support the church family by serving
others.
PRAY Pray for your family members and ask God to use
each of you as channels of His blessings to others.

READ

READ

“All the believers were together
and had everything in common. They
sold property and possessions to give
to anyone who had need. Every day
they continued to meet together in the
temple courts. They broke bread in their
homes and ate together with glad and
sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the
Lord added to their number daily those
who were being saved” (Acts 2:44-47).

READ

NOTE *Your Bible study journal is found at the back of your Bible
study guide. If you need additional space, use a notebook or open a
file on your computer. Writing out your thoughts when you study the
Bible helps you remember what you learned from God’s Word.

16

PPBSG_A2_2020 text.indd 16

11/28/19 9:31 AM

17

PPBSG_A2_2020 text.indd 17

11/28/19 9:31 AM

PUZZLE

1

WHAT
A FRIEND WE HAVE IN JESUS
THE CALL
Break the code below and find out what Jesus told us to do so that we will be His
friends.
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