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Meeting at the Bush

Key References: Exodus 3; 4:1-17; Patriarchs and Prophets, chap. 22, pp. 251-256; The Bible Story (1994),
vol. 2, pp. 95-100; Our Beliefs, nos. 17, 22, 11.
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Have you ever faced a challenge that seemed too big for
you to handle alone? Let’s take a closer look at the story
of Moses, whom God called to the important work of
leading the people of Israel out of Egypt. What happened
when God took charge and enabled Moses to accomplish
this great assignment?

LEARN Begin
learning the
power text.
DO Do the activity on page 61.

tt

“We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; if it is serving, then serve; if it is
teaching, then teach; if it is to encourage, then give encouragement;
if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it
er poin
ow
is to show mercy, do it cheerfully” (Romans 12:6-8).

Sabbath

powertext

God calls me to
bless others with
the abilities He
has given me.

T

he bush was still burning, and Moses knew he would never be the
same again. During this meeting at the bush, God, the great I AM,
had called Moses to go back to Egypt. He was to ask Pharaoh to allow
God’s people to depart from Egypt.
The Pharaoh is never going to agree to give up all those slaves, Moses
thought to himself. I tried to rescue my people years ago. Instead of
thanking me when I killed the Egyptian who was beating the Hebrew
slave, the Israelites treated me with contempt, and the Egyptians went
after me. I barely escaped with my life.
Then God demonstrated to Moses three miraculous signs he
could perform to reveal to the Egyptians the amazing power of the
God of Israel. First, Moses would throw down his staff, and it would
turn into a snake. Then he would place his hand inside his cloak, and
when he removed it, his hand would be covered with leprosy. He
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Sunday

Read Exodus 3:1-10 and this week’s story,
“Meeting at the Bush.” Memorize the power text.
THINK If you were Moses and had to explain to your
wife your experience, what would you have said?
PRAY Ask God to show you the abilities He gave you to
bless others.

Monday

Read Exodus 3:11-22.
THINK What do you think God may be calling you to do
to bless others? Do you feel you are prepared?
LIST In your Bible study journal, list all the abilities God
has given you to serve others.
SERVE Use your God-given abilities to help someone.
REVIEW Review the power text.
PRAY Ask God to help you and your friends use the
abilities He gave you to bless others.

Tuesday

8

Read Exodus 4:1-9.
THINK What signs did God help Moses perform to
strengthen his faith when Moses was doubting his
ability to answer God’s call to service?
REVIEW Review the power text.
PRAY Ask God to make you willing to serve wherever
He calls you, either as a leader or as a helper.

READ

READ

would then place the hand with leprosy
inside his cloak, and this time it would
come out completely healed. If the Egyptians would refuse to fear God after those
signs, Moses could pour water from the
Nile over the ground, and it would turn
into blood (see Exodus 4:1-9).
But Moses had been out in the country herding sheep for 40 years. He no
longer believed he was the one to deliver
Israel. He wasn’t even sure he could
speak the Egyptian language anymore.
However, Moses couldn’t stand around
for long, feeling sorry for himself. God
was speaking again. Moses shaded his
eyes and looked toward the ever-burning
bush.

READ
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“Who gave human beings their
mouths? Who makes them deaf or mute?
Who gives them sight or makes them
blind? Is it not I, the Lord? Now go; I will
help you speak and will teach you what
to say” (Exodus 4:11, 12).
God was offering Moses everything
he would need to accomplish the task.
Yet Moses was still afraid. God spoke
again. “What about your brother, Aaron
the Levite? I know he can speak well. He
is already on his way to meet you, and he

will be glad to see you” (verse 14).
His brother was coming! Moses was
amazed. He hadn’t seen his brother for
many, many years. It would be great to
be together again. God was right; Aaron
was a good speaker. In fact, together
they would be a great team. Moses’ fears
began to go away.
“Moses,” God continued, “you shall
speak to him and put words in his mouth;
I will help both of you speak and will
teach you what to do” (verse 15).
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Wednesday

Read Exodus 4:10-17.
THINK Think about Aaron. Is God calling you to work
with someone? How could you use your God-given gifts
to strengthen the ability of someone else?
REVIEW Review the power text.
PRAY Thank God for His love even when we doubt.

Thursday

Read Psalm 119:105.
THINK How does God’s Word guide you? How is reading the Bible like or unlike a burning bush experience?
REVIEW Review the power text.
PRAY Thank God for His Word that lights your path.

Friday

8

Read Romans 12:3-8.
REPEAT Say from memory your power text.
DISCUSS Talk about the abilities God has given each
of your family members. Discuss how you can each use
those abilities to bless one another and those who live
around you.
PRAY Hold hands in a circle and thank God for calling
you to bless others with the abilities He has given you.

READ

READ

READ

Moses was starting to see the
possibilities. God still wanted to speak
through him. God had given him talents
of leadership and was asking him to use
them to bless his people. The bush crackled louder. “But take this staff in your
hand,” God spoke to Moses, “so you can
perform the signs with it” (verse 17).
Moses humbly leaned down to pick
up his staff. He put his sandals back on
his feet. God has promised to teach me
what I should do, Moses thought. He is
even willing to send someone with diﬀerent talents than I have to help me.
Moses headed back toward his flock.
Just when I thought the rest of my life
would be spent calmly herding sheep,
God calls me to lead His people. Moses
recognized the solemnity of the
moments he had spent in conversation
with God. Then he started contemplating his life’s greatest assignment.
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PUZZLE
PUZZLE

NO
INMORE
HIS STRENGTH
EXCUSES

82

Instructions: The answer

to each clue appears in
the grid. The first answer
begins with the box
numbered 1. You will find
the answers by following
the squares next to each
other, either horizontally or
vertically in either direction
(but not diagonally). Each
answer begins with the
last letter of the previous
answer. The first clue has
been answered and a few
squares have been numbered to help you. The
words and texts quoted
in this puzzle are found in
Exodus 4:10-18.

Clues:
1. Persons (verse 16)

7. Display talent (verse 17)

2. Speaks clearly/well (verse 10)

8. Israelites’ leader (verse 10)

3. Lick with (verse 10)

9. Signals, symbols (verse 17)

4. Moses escaped from (verse 18)

10. Talked (verse 10)

5. Show how, instruct (verse 15)

11. “Is it __ __ __ I, the Lord?” (verse 11)

6. Assist (verse 12)

12. Skills, abilities (the lesson)

Puzzle Clue: Number 13 and 14 form the two-word answer.
We should devote our talents to __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __.
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