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Sneak Attack

Key References: 1 Samuel 24; Patriarchs and Prophets, chap. 65, pp. 660-663; The Bible
Story (1994), vol. 4, pp. 38-40; Our Beliefs, nos. 22, 11, 8.
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Have you ever been bullied? Is there someone who is
always picking on you? Did you ever try to get even?
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“Show proper respect to everyone, love the family of believers,
fear God, honor the emperor” (1 Peter 2:17).
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powertext

LEARN Begin
learning the
power text.
DO Do the activity on page 89.

We are respectful
and considerate of
others, regardless of
how they treat us.

or months David and his band of men hid from
King Saul. Life wasn’t boring. They had saved
a border town from the Philistines. Jonathan had
visited them. But mostly they just moved about, one step ahead of the
spies who kept telling Saul where they were.
King Saul knew that David had been chosen by God to be the next
king. But he was still trying to kill David. He wanted his own family
to rule Israel. Once again someone sent a message to Saul to tell him
where David was. This time, the message said, David and his men were
in the wilderness of Engedi.
Saul took 3,000 men and went after David again. While trudging
up a mountainside on his evil quest, Saul decided to stop for a few
minutes, so he turned off the path toward a cave.
David had also received a message. He knew that Saul was after
him again. David and his men had hidden in a cave. Caves were good
places to hide. They were cool and usually offered a supply of water.
The men had to be very careful, though. It was possible to get trapped
in the back of a cave. But God had protected them so far.
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Sunday

READ Read 1 Samuel 24:1, 2 and this week’s story,
“Sneak Attack.”
MAKE Make a poster with the power text. Memorize it.
PRAY Ask God to help you show respect to everyone.

Monday

READ Read 1 Samuel 24:3, 4; Romans 12:10; and
Philippians 2:3.
WRITE In your Bible study journal, write your thoughts
about how these verses relate to “getting revenge.” What
is a better course than getting revenge?
REVIEW Review the power text.
PRAY Ask God to help you respect and forgive others.

Tuesday

12

Read 1 Samuel 24:5-7.
THINK Why do you think David’s conscience bothered
him? Notice that he promptly admitted that he had done
something he didn’t feel was right. How do things work
out when we take them into our own hands instead of
leaving them to God?
WRITE In your Bible study journal, write about how you
feel when your conscience bothers you.
REVIEW Review the power text.
PRAY Ask God to help you act according to His will so
that you could live guilt-free and with a clear conscience.
READ

Suddenly the cave entrance got
darker. A lone man entered. David’s men
nearest the cave entrance quickly passed
the word. Then another message was
passed back. The lone man was King Saul.
David’s men tried to convince him that
King Saul was now in his hands. This was
David’s chance to overtake his enemy and
occupy the throne of Israel. David looked
toward the entrance to the cave, where
the king was. But he knew that it was not
all right to hurt the king.
Yet David decided to see how close
he could get to the king. Creeping quietly
forward, David got next to King Saul.
Quietly he reached out and cut a piece of
cloth from the bottom of the king’s robe.
Then, turning, he slowly crept back to his
waiting men. They all waited quietly until
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King Saul got up and went out of the
cave.
“Look what I did!” David cried out
when the king was out of earshot.
“I ruined the king’s robe! I shouldn’t
have been even that disrespectful!” he
continued.

His men looked at him in amazement.
What was he talking about! King Saul
was trying to kill David, and here he was
upset because he had ruined the king’s
coat. As much as they loved and admired
their leader, David’s men couldn’t always
understand him.
David hurried to the entrance to the
cave and called out after the retreating
king.
“My lord the king!”
King Saul slowly turned around. He
could see a young man kneeling down
with his face on the ground. David continued to talk.
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Wednesday

Read 1 Samuel 24:16-22. Notice verse 17.
THINK Notice how King Saul was touched by the Spirit
of God. How do you respond when someone points out
something you have done wrong?
REVIEW Review the power text.
PRAY Ask God to help you listen to and apply the
messages He sends you.

Friday

Read 1 Samuel 24:8-15 and Proverbs 25:6.
FIND Find at least two ways that David showed respect
to Saul in these verses.
DO Show respect to everyone with whom you interact.
REVIEW Review the power text.
PRAY Pray for wisdom to treat everyone with respect.

Thursday

12

READ

“Why do you listen when men say,
‘David is bent on harming you’? This day
you have seen with your own eyes how
the Lord delivered you into my hands
in the cave. Some urged me to kill you,
but I spared you; I said, ‘I will not
lay my hand on my lord,
because he is

READ

READ

7:2, 12.

Read Leviticus 19:32; Luke 14:10; and Matthew

WRITE In your Bible study journal, write a letter to God
based on what you learned from these verses and the
story.
SHARE During family worship, talk about how you
could apply the golden rule (see Matthew 7:12) in
your interactions with other people whenever you feel
tempted to get revenge.
REPEAT Share with your family the power text.
PRAY Ask God to help you apply the golden rule on
a regular basis as you seek to make friends for God’s
kingdom.

the Lord’s anointed’ ” (1 Samuel 24:9, 10).
David slowly raised one arm up in the air.
A piece of cloth fluttered between his
fingers.
“See this piece of your robe? I got
close enough to you to cut it from your
hem.” The king looked around at the
bottom of his robe. Sure enough, there
was a jagged edge where a piece had
been cut out. He looked back up the hill
at David. For a little while his heart was
touched, and he realized that he had
been unfair to David.
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“I know you will be king someday,”
Saul called back up the hill to David.
“You are more righteous than I am. Who
has ever heard of someone letting their
enemy get away, as you did today?” There
was a catch in Saul’s voice as he thought
of what might have happened.
“Promise me, though,” Saul persisted,
“that you will be kind to my family when
you become king.” But he needn’t have
mentioned it. Before him knelt a young
man who knew how to treat others with
consideration and respect regardless of
how they treated him.
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Instructions: This puzzle is a

jigsaw; it uses six seven-letter
words (which have been placed
vertically) that are about unkind
ways people treat one another.
The answer is the fourth word,
which says with what God wants
you to treat each other. The background color/shading and the
letters already in place will help
you place the letters in the correct
boxes. It will help if you put a line
through each “puzzle piece” as
you use it.
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Answer: __ __ __ __ __ __ __
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