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A Peaceful Parting

Key References: Genesis 13; Patriarchs and Prophets, chap. 12, pp. 132, 133; The Bible Story (1994), vol. 1,
pp. 149-151; Our Beliefs, nos. 14, 23, 7

10/25/20 9:44 AM

Have you ever had a hurtful argument? How did you
feel? When there is conflict, someone usually gets hurt.
Abraham discovered one way to avoid conflict. Imagine
how it happened.
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“So Abram said to Lot, ‘Let’s not have any quarreling between you
and me, or between your herders and mine, for we are close relatives’ ” (Genesis 13:8).
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DO Do the activity on page 19.
LEARN Begin
learning the
power text.

We follow God’s
plan for solving
conflicts when we
put others first.

A

braham sighed. This was not the first time that the herdsmen
had come and complained about Lot’s servants. If the quarreling
between Lot’s servants and Abraham’s servants continued, someone
could get hurt.
Abraham was a wealthy man. Unlike a rich man today who counts
his wealth in stocks, money, or real estate, Abraham’s wealth was in
flocks of sheep, goats, camels, and donkeys. For this reason he needed
a lot of land to feed his flocks of animals. Finding grazing for all these
animals was difficult.
That was only part of Abraham’s problem. His nephew Lot lived
with him, and he was rich too. He had lots of sheep, goats, camels,
and donkeys as well. As long as Abraham and Lot stayed together,
the land couldn’t support all those hungry mouths. That was why
the servants were always bickering and fighting. Like a big family in
a little house, they had outgrown their space. It was time to go their
separate ways.
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Sunday

Read Genesis 13 and this week’s story, “A
Peaceful Parting.”
REVIEW Review the power text, Genesis 13:8.
PRAY Pray for those living in conflict situations.

Monday

Read 1 Kings 3:16-28.
LIST In your Bible study journal, list the steps Abraham
took to resolve the conflict between himself and Lot.
APPLY Think of ways you could resolve conflicts and
allow wisdom to guide your decisions.
REVIEW Review the power text.
PRAY Ask God to help you resolve your conflicts and
practice what you learn this week.

Tuesday

2

Read Matthew 18:15, 16.
ADD In your Bible study journal, add to your list of tools
for resolving conflicts.
APPLY Plan to use one of these tools next time you are
in a conflict situation.
REVIEW Review the power text.
PRAY Pray for someone with whom you have had a
conflict. Ask for wisdom to make peace with that person.

READ

READ

As the older of the two, Abraham had
the right to decide where he wanted to
live and to ask Lot to move on. However,
Abraham loved Lot and knew that if he
did that, it might cause bad feelings. So
Abraham went and talked to Lot.
He said, “Let’s not have any quarreling
between you and me, or between your
herders and mine, for we are close relatives. Is not the whole land before you?
Let’s part company. If you go to the left,
I’ll go to the right; if you go to the right,
I’ll go to the left” (Genesis 13:8, 9).
Lot stopped to think. He owed
everything to his uncle Abraham. He
knew that he had acquired all his riches
because he had chosen to live and

READ
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travel with Abraham. A while ago they
had gone to Egypt and come back with
even more wealth. Lot knew that the
socially acceptable thing to do was to
say “No, Uncle Abraham; you have the
first choice.” In their society the older
men always had the first choice. Good
manners dictated that he give Abraham
the first choice. Lot knew that God had
promised all this land to Abraham and
his descendants. He looked around.
Over there on the left were fields of
waving grain, olive groves, and vineyards. Not bad. He could be comfortable
there. But there on the right—wow! That

was the most fertile valley in the country.
It was as rich and green as the Garden
of Eden. The cities, too, were rich and
beautiful!
Quickly Lot decided that since
Abraham had offered him a choice, he
would take advantage of the situation.
He chose to go to the east, and the two
parted company with no hard feelings.
But what if Abraham had chosen first
and selected the fertile valley? Would Lot
have gone the other way with no hard
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Wednesday

Read Matthew 18:21-25.
THINK How many times should you forgive others?
REVIEW Review the power text.
PRAY Pray for a forgiving attitude toward everyone.

Thursday

Read Matthew 18:26-35.
CREATE Create something that illustrates how you feel
when you are living at peace with everyone.
WRITE Write a song or a poem about the way to resolve
conflicts.
REVIEW Review the power text.
PRAY Pray for wisdom to make peace with someone.

Friday

2

Read Hebrews 12:14.
ACT Act out the Bible story with your family for
worship.
SHARE Share your song or poem with your family.
DISCUSS Discuss how you may each apply a tool for
resolving any family conflicts you may have.
SAY Repeat aloud the power text.
PRAY Thank God for the tools He provides so that we
may be effective in solving conflicts in our relationships.
Ask Him for help to do so.

READ

READ

READ
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feelings, as Abraham did? Or would it have been the beginning
of a family feud? Families have been torn apart over less. Just
watch grown brothers and sisters go to war with each other over
their parents’ possessions and belongings.
The story of Abraham and Lot has a happy ending, but not
because of anything Lot did. The two parted peacefully because
Abraham gave up his right to the best. He was simply practicing the
best principle known for getting along with others, especially family
members.
Moms are really good at this one, probably because they hate family
bickering more than anyone else. Ever notice what happens when there
are four people in the family and three pieces of pie? Mom decides she
doesn’t really want any. Or if someone is cold and left their coat at home?
Mom wraps hers around the shivering child.
“So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for
this sums up the Law and the Prophets,” Jesus said (Matthew 7:12). “Honor
one another above yourselves” is how it’s put in Romans 12:10. This is also the
message of Abraham’s story. It could be summarized this way: “Give others the
first choice and be happy with what you get.” It’s an ancient rule for getting along
that still holds true today.
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PUZZLE
PUZZLE

LOVE YOUR
IN HISBROTHERS
STRENGTH
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Can you find two Bible verses in the maze of letters
below? You may travel sideways or up and down, but
not diagonally, to spell out the Bible verses. Both
verses contain the word “peace.”
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